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The Court 
Reporter 


We do keep busy here in the ISCWR. 
Our raffle for the Grey Cup was quite 
the success, and our raffle for a lovely 
quilt made by Empress 19 Gretchen 
Wilder continues all this month. We 
were quite active and involved with the 
Roost’s Annual AIDS Benefit, as well 
as the No-Name Fundraiser at Boots 
and the Roost. 


We’ve got two Christmas shows 
planned: the Annual Mz. Mary 
Christmas Pageant on December 7, 
and a Court Christmas Show on Dec. 
21. Empress 26 Ida Claire will also be 
re-starting Secrets Wingo in the New 
Year. We’ve even got shows booked 
well into 2003: Mz. Drag Queen 
Edmonton, Entertainer of the Year, and 
the Gay Edmonton Pageant. There is 
definitely some 
entertainment coming up for you to 
enjoy. 


Speaking of excellent entertainment, 
Grease rehearsals are well underway. 
There’s an ad elsewhere in this very 
issue of Times .10 telling you the 
details of our first run. Grease starts 
Princess 27 Binki as Sandy, Emperor 


- 26 Rob as Danny, Princess 27 Krystall 


Ball as Rizzo, and Emperor 27 Bobby 
as Kenicki. It also features in show- 


stealing back up: Steve, Jim, and Lori 
as the boys, and Connie, Erin, and 
Ladonna as the girls, with special 
appearances by Prince 27 Mark and 
Empress 27 Endora. 


excellent. 


Everybody loves Grease; how can you 
not with the hand-jive’ing beats and 
oh-so-special moments of friendly 
bonding. Emperor 27 Bobby 
originally did Grease during his Prom 
Queen year at the Roost, and now that 
he’s reigning, decided to resurrect it, 
with help from Emperor 24 Garry as 
choreographer. It will definitely be 
worth you coming out to see, and 
running as it is during the Christmas 
holiday season, we know every night 
will be a party. 


There is more to the Court than shows 
and parties. A classic example was our 
recent Icebreaker dance. In 
partnership with the Icebreaker sports 
teams, the ISCWR held a dance this 
month, the profits from which were 
split evenly between the Icebreaker 
sports teams and the ISCWR 
charities. Charity is why people stay 
involved with the Court. The fun 
numbers and flashy crowns may be the 
initial draw, but the reason we all stay 
is the knowledge that by throwing a 
good party, 
we are 
Tedei Si ng 
money to 
ee et) 
community 
groups and 
organizations 
that need the _ _ 
fending. ISCWR 


EDMONTON 


GEGCEe as 

the main ISCWR charity this year, and 
you can be sure that over the coming 
months, you’ll see those two groups 
working closely together. If you’re 
involved with either group, or if you 
want to become involved with either 
group, be sure to access our contact 
information through Times .10’s 
website or group listings. We’re 
always welcoming to new participants. 


In the meantime, have a great holiday 
season, with love and best wishes 
from the Imperial Sovereign Court of 
the Wild Rose. On behalf of Emperor 
27 Bobby and Empress 27 Endora, and 
the Board of Directors, this is 
Emperor 26 Rob Bigonion wishing 
you fun and fabulousness for 2003. 
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The Honourable/L’honorable A. Anne McLellan 


Ottawa, Canada K1A OK9 


MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE ANNE McLELLAN 
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR EDMONTON WEST 
MINISTER OF HEALTH 


Let me take this opportunity to extend my best wishes and greetings of the holiday 
season. The holidays are a time to reflect on the year past and plan for the year ahead. 


Over the past year, as Minister of Health, I have focused on the renewal of our health 
care system, the first priority for most Canadians. I know that reform of our health care 
system, as well as other important health matters, are of great concern to Canadians and 
the coming year will see a continued focus on these issues. 


Edmonton's Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered community helps to make our 
city more productive, caring and diverse. I appreciate hearing from you on issues of 
concern to the LGBT community. Thank you for your contribution to our community and 
our city. 


Again, please accept my best wishes for the holidays and for the new year. 


Sincerely, 


MA thr. Wl helo § 


A. Anne McLellan 


A 
Women’s 
View 


Understand 
Yourself 
First 


By Marla Taylor 
Ms. Edmonton 


Leather 2002 


Before I begin with this 
month’s opinion, I must 
beg for your forgiveness. 
As you may have noticed, 
there was no article from 
me last month as I missed 
the deadline. I have no 
excuse; time just slipped 
away. I do apologize both 
to my readers as well to 
this fine publication. 


The last article I wrote dealt 
with a _ submissive’s 
responsibly. I explained 
how a submissive must be 
of strong character in 
order for the relationship 
between Top and Bottom 
to work. At least that’s what 
I tried to explain. Since the 
publication of that article | 
have received a few 
comments from Tops on 
how incorrect I was. I wish 
to clarify a few things and 
explain further my view, 
for I feel lam not incorrect, 
just realistic and 
misunderstood. First of all, 
the relationship I’m talking 
about is one that is 
understood between the 
two people to become 
something more 


permanent. I’m not talking 
about a negotiated scene 
between a single bottom 
and Top at a play party. 
That’s a different topic for 
a different time. That 
important topic should and 
will be talked about in 
upcoming issues. In the last 
article I wrote, | 
stated that a 
submissive must 
not be a mild 
myainmeme-fr end 
imbecile. Well 
that’s the truth. 
She or he must be 
mentally very 
strong and secure 
to involve oneself 
inwathe . .SiM 
lifestyle. I have 
witnessed many 
times, both 
submissive 
women and men, 
get involved in the 
S/M_ scene when 
they really should just run 
in the opposite direction. 
And I mean run as fast as 
possible. When one is 
feeling blue or depressed, 
the last thing one should do 
is put themselves in a 
position where they can be 
taken advantage of. It is 
imperative that a bottom, 
submissive or slave be of 
sound mind. You must first 
feel good about yourself. 
You must be fully aware 
and thinking straight and not 
be suffering of low self- 
esteem. A very good friend 
and woman, with many 
years experience in social 
work whom I respect a lot, 
inadvertently reminded me 
one day that there are a lot 
of people out there who 
suffer from low self- 
esteem. There are also just 
as many so-called Tops out 
there who are more than 
ready to take advantage of 
these people. So please, 
please, please understand 


your own mental state 
before you decide to enter 
the world of S/M. Once 
you have accomplished this 
and you feel good about 
yourself first, then your 
experience can be both 
rewarding and pleasurable 


beyond your wildest 
dreams. 


I also said that it is the 
bottom’s responsibility to 
inform their Top when they 
are being unreasonable. | 
mean generally 
unreasonable, not during 
play. If you find yourself 
with an unreasonable Top 
during play you have totally 
misunderstood what I’m 
trying to say. Remember 
you are the one that has 
consented to this 
relationship. It is up to you, 
as a bottom to determine 
whether you can trust the 
Top before entering any 
kind of relationship. Don’t 
go running to anyone if you 
have been stupid. 


Remember: understand 
yourself first. 


Changing tracks a little, 
on Nov. 2™ I hosted a 
fundraiser called Leather 
& Spice held at Secrets 
Bar and Grill. In my 
opinion, it was a complete 
success with well over 
one hundred people in 
attendance and over four 
hundred dollars raised. | 
wish to thank all who 
attended. This fundraiser 
was also a test run for me 
to determine the venue 
for Ms. Edmonton 
Leather 2003. I am 
pleased to announce that 
the 2003 contest is going 
to be held on April 5" at 
Thes “Queen Mary 
Community Hall. This is 
strictly “-due “to “the 
numbers expected and to 
offer the best viewing for 
all who will be in 
attendance. The Meet and 
Greet, Victory brunch 
and, of course, any 
partying after the contest 
will be held at Secrets. 
Liz, the owner of Secrets, 
has been more than 
understanding and 
supportive of the Leather 
Community and will have 
my continued support and 
friendship. It is also at this 
time I call for Leather 
women or women 
interested in Leather to 
compete for the 2003 
contest. Contact me at 
www.msedmontonleather.com 
for more information or 


just say hello and ask your 


questions. Believe it or 
not, | am approachable. 
Take care everyone; have 
fun and see you soon. 


Adult 


Interdependent 
Relationships 


By Laurie Blakeman 
Edmonton MLA 


By the time you read this 
column I’m hoping we will 
have passed this legislation 
and achieved some semblance 
of equality for same sex 
couples in Alberta. This is an 
exciting time for me because 
I’ve been working toward this 
for, oh ...about 15 years. It 
feels like a long time in 
coming but then again we’ve 
progressed a lot since the 
Supreme Court decision on 
Vriend. 


Essentially the legislation 
sets out two types of couples; 
heterosexual married ones and 
Adult Interdependent Partners 
- which is everyone else 
(common law, same sex and 
platonic). 


Married heterosexuals 
already have remedies, 
benefits, responsibilities and 
obligations in various laws. 
Now these same laws, or most 
of them, will apply to same 
sex couples. This includes 
things like Intestate 


Succession Act, Health Care 
10 


Insurance Premium Act, 
Domestic Relations Act, 
Fatal Accidents Act, Public 
Trustee etc. 


This is a huge gain for same 
sex couples. But at the same 
time, the legislation is not 
perfect. When I debated this 
bill in second reading | 
spoke about how hurtful the 
Preamble to the bill was, in 
that it puts forward, again, 
that marriage is between a 
man and a woman. That’s 
like saying, marriage is best 
but we'll develop this 
second-class category 
because the Supreme Court 
made us do it. Totally 
unneccessary. During 
debate I questioned what it 
was about heterosexual 
marriage that made it soooo 
fragile that it had to be 
constantly re-affirmed and 
upheld. Sheesh! 


The second odd thing about 
the legislation is the 
inclusion of non-conjugal, 
platonic relationships under 
the definition of Adult 
Interdependent Partner 
(AIP). This goes much 
further than any other 
legislation in Canada and 
there is some question of 
whether it won’t create its 
own series of problems. | 
suspect that the Minister 
just didn’t want to have to 
talk about sex for fear that it 
would raise red flags with 
the Reform/Alliance types 
in the Tory caucus and they 
would vote the bill down. 


So we have a definition of 
AIP which is any two people 
who have: lived together for 
three years, lived together 
for less time if there is a 
child by birth or adoption, 
signed a written agreement 
are deemed to be Adult 
Interdependent Partners and 
have the benefit of some 60 
statutes which provide 


protection and obligations for 
couples. 


There is an additional list of 9 
criteria by which an AIP can 
be determined including 
whether or not there is a 
conjugal relationship; 
exclusivity or the 
relationship; if the two people 
hold themselves out to others 
as an economic and domestic 
unit; financial dependence, 
joint ownership of property 
Pic. 


I am very relieved that the 
definition did not require 
people to officially go 
someplace and register their 
relationship. This was often 
suggested as a solution but | 
felt that people are, well, 
human, and do not do what 
they are supposed to do. If 
that were the case, we would 
not need Intestate Succession 
legislation because everyone 
would write a will like they 
were advised to! People just 
move in together and the only 
recognition of the occasion 
is the pizza and the champagne 
amongst the packing boxes in 
the new apartment. And the 
courts have been clear that we 
cannot deny a remedy to 
someone because they forgot 
or didn’t make some overt act. 


So four years after the Vriend 
decision, which along with the 
M and H case really marked 
the biggest change in Canadian 
attitude and law, we have 
followed suit here in Alberta. 
The new law is not perfect, I 
would have preferred it less 
restrictive and without the 
preamble but it does give my 
constituents and my friends 
in same sex relationships 
recognition, rights and 
benefits along with new 
responsibilities and 
obligations. Congratulations! 


To read or download the entire 
téxt ofthe, (bill; Gourto 


www.assembly.ab.ca , look for 
the section on Bills and 
Motions and then look for Bill 
30-2 Adult Interdependent 
Relationships Act. This will 
only be on the Assembly 
website until December 31%. 


As always, please feel free to 
contact me with your issues, 
concerns and suggestions. 
Penny Craig is the new 
Constituency Manager at my 
office. Call us at 414-0743, 
drop by #3, 9908-109 Street 
Edmonton, AB. TSK 1HS5, 
www.laurieblakeman.com 


Commentary 


By Dennis Cambly 
Managing Editor 


Weakest 
Link at the 
Top 


First off I want to say thank 
you to Jackie Dumas for her 
long-standing contribution 
to our community. It was a 
sad when I heard the word 
that Orlando Books was 
closing. It seems the trend 
these days in our Capital 
City that many smaller 
businesses are closing or 
their owners moving on into 
other avenues. Jackie is 
joining the team at Audreys 
Books on Jasper Avenue and 
we wish her well and much 
success. 


Believe it or not, when I heard 
that a Canadian assistant to 
the Prime Minister had called 
“junior” amoron and laughed 
and thought of the millions 
of people who thought it but 
never said it out loud. Here 
we have a fool south of the 
border that was never elected 
by the people but was elected 
by his Daddy’s Supreme 
Court. This same idiot is 
running around the world 
talking about setting up 
Democracies when his best 
friends, the Saudis, are run by 
a dictatorship. This same man 
thinks Saddam is a dictator, 
which he is, and makes no 
secret of the fact. “Junior” 
cries about Arafat, yet Arafat 
was elected by 90% of the 
people in the last election. 
Rather hypocritical of 
“junior” to be threatening the 
world with a war that will 
definitely spread and cause 
millions of lost lives. Why is 
he doing it? Simply to protect 
the oil supply that they 
require to run their gas 
guzzling vehicles and 
factories in the United States. 


I only wish that she had said: 
“a moron just like the one 
who runs Edmonton”. They 
both have something in 
common that is easy to see. 
Both had a surplus of dollars 
when they came to office and 
both blew it all until a deficit 
now exists. Kind of like the 
business that our mayor drove 
into bankruptcy prior to his 
being elected, by less than a 
majority of the people. To 
top it off, they both need 
vehicles that say things such 
as Mayor on the side of the 
gas guzzling truck our Mayor 
runs. That is just in case he 
parks somewhere and cannot 
find his guzzler. 


All the while we the people 
will pay the price, and I am 
not just talking about dollars. 


Body bags will be coming 
back from places we should 
not be fighting at all. 
Thousands or even millions 
of children slaughtered by 
falling “smart bombs” that 
the United States is just 
“dying” to try out. Ina way, I 
think we Canadians should 
just sit this one out, the same 
way the Americans did 
during World War II, until 
they were attacked. We do 
have a good fighter squadron 
and we would lose fewer 
lives for the sake of an oil 
supply if they were used. 
Since we live in an oil-rich 
province, Ralph and boys 
should be very happy as we 
watch the oil prices rise only 
to find that the price at the 
gas pumps will rise along 
with it. 


Some people will get very 
rich, but not the working 
person. There was some 
condemnation the other 
night on CBC when they 
were talking about health in 
Canada. It should have been 
noted that our city morons 
(city council) charge over 
$300.00 for an ambulance 
ride. Must have just been an 
oversight on the part of the 
CBC! That is, of course, if 
you do not have the money in 
this filthy rich province to 
pay health premiums or pay 
extra for Blue Cross 
coverage. Just the poor pay 
or those that work at jobs 
such as those in small 


business, which is the 
backbone Of aceveLy, 
democracy. 


Just one last comparison 
between “junior” and 
mayor smith, they both 
hate gays and lesbians. 
Just happens that it is 
something that they both 
have in common with Bin 
Laden. 


In the 
Beginning... 


By Joey Gierulski 
Assistant Editor 


Well, (sigh) it has been an 
interesting start with Times 
.10 for me. | finally got my 
chance to see some of the 
“ins” and “outs” of our gay 
and lesbian community. Some 
of them are ‘“Prettier” than 
others, but it has been 
interesting nonetheless. I 
also had my chance to see the 
real work that goes into this 
magazine. And, I must say, I 
have a whole lot more respect 
for the people who put their 
time and effort into making 
this magazine a reality. It’s 
been ten years in the making, 
and as I go through our 
archives, and look at all our 
past issues, I can see how 
Times .10 has grown over the 
years, and how it still 
continues to grow. 


I remember picking up Times 
.10 for the first time. I was in 
the midst of the coming out 
phase, and didn’t really have 
anyone to talk to. The only 
link I had with the gay 
community was the Internet. 
And we all know what kind of 
Support “new-comers” get 
from Internet chat groups. So 
needless to say, a non-sexual 
approach to meeting other gay 


people was something more 
beneficial then detrimental. 
After a quick glance through 
the magazine, offI went down 
Jasper Ave, hiding the 
magazine under my arm, 
hoping no one would see me 
with something “Gay”. 
Because, of course, anything 
“Gay” to a youth that is trying 
to discover his or her 
sexuality should be hidden 
from everyone. Once I got 
the magazine home, I took 
some time to read through it 
in depth, and found that it 
wasn’t what I thought it was. I 
had the idea that it would be 
just like the Internet, with 
sleaze written all over it. But 
to my surprise, it was filled 
with useful information, 
something that I could use to 
help me find my “real” self. It 
was about a week after that 
that I went to a youth group 
meeting. This was my first 
real chance to see the side of 
the gay community that I had 
never really seen before. 
Other youth, just like myself, 
with the same issues that I 
was dealing with, were all 
together in the same room 
talking about their lives. This 
was a positive new experience 
for me, and to think that it all 
started by picking up a 
magazine in some coffee 
shop. Many of you have now 
had the chance to see me out 
in the community taking 
pictures for Times .10, and 
talking to people about the 
magazine, though there is still 
a lot of learning to be done on 
my part, and still a lot of 
people I have yet to meet. 


In the next couple of issues 
you will start to notice some 
changes, some subtle, and 
some not so subtle. As time 
goes on, and as the issues roll 
out, you will see the changes 
take place. So here’s toa great 
beginning, and many more to 
come! 


1] 


Advice 
From Mr. 
Edmonton 
Leather 


In the Leather Community, you will 
often hear the words “Safe, Sane, 
Consensual”, used as a mantra. 
Lately however, in the post 
protease world, another mantra has 
been added, which is “be risk 
aware”. What does this mean? 
Well, in order for someone to be 
truly Safe, Sane and Consensual, 
one really needs to know what we 
are doing and agreeing to. Sex, like 
most things in life, carries a certain 
amount of risks. Not only for 
contracting STDs but, depending 
on the sexual practice, there are 
all sorts of other issues that can be 
involved. The purpose of this article 
is to get everyone to think about 
the risks they take, look at which 
ones they are willing to accept, 
which ones they aren’t, and how 
to make some risky things safer. 
This is not an endorsement of 
“unsafe” sex, nor is ita judgment 
against those who do not practice 
what is conventionally thought of 
as “safe” sex. Just read and think. 


The basis of it all, the purpose of 
“safer” sex, is the prevention of 
sexually transmitted diseases 
(STDs). There are almost as many 
STDs as there are sexual 
practices. Part of being risk aware 
is knowing what the risks of any 
given activity, from driving and 
smoking to doing drugs and having 
sex, are. Human Immune 
Deficiency Virus (HIV) is the most 
feared of these days. However, 
there are Hepatitis A, B and C to 
worry about. There are Chlamydia, 
Gonorrhea, Non-gonococcal 
urethritis (NGU), Syphilis, Herpes, 
Warts, and parasites that can all be 
transmitted sexually. This article 
will look at the risk for these 
through various sexual practices of 
gay/bi men (and to some extent 


12 


women). We will also look at 
some other health issues as it 
relates to sex, both mainstream 
and somewhat kinky. 


Oral Sex: 


The act: oral contact with genital 
areas 

The Risks: Almost all STDs 
including HIV 

The Reality: I know of no one 
gay, Straight, lesbian, bi, 
whatever, that uses condoms, 
dental dams or 
the like, for this 
type of activity 


How to lower the 
risk: The use of 
a latex barrier 
will reduce the 
risk ote 
transmission of 
most STDs. If 
that is not an 
option, one way 
to reduce risk, 
especially for 
HIV, is to not 
brush your teeth. 
Yes that may be 
gross, but even a 
person with the healthiest gums 
will get a few cuts when 
brushing. Try just rinsing with 
mouthwash or chewing gum 
instead. Also, you also lower 
you risk by not getting cum in 
your mouth and swallowing 
semen. The more common 
STDs, however, are pretty 
contagious and are easy to 
catch through a simple blow 
job. 


Anal Sex 


The act: Penetrating the anus 
with a penis <g>. 

The Risks: All STDs 

The Reality: In many major 
urban centres, “barebacking” is 
on the rise. 


How to lower the risk: 
Condoms are about the only 
way to lower the risk of HIV 
transmission. The other STDs 
can be passed as well, some by 


simply rubbing an uncovered 
dick on an ass (anus). If you are 
barebacking, the more pre-cum 
present, and if you take loads up 
your butt, you are at much higher 
risk again. 


Fisting, Butt Play, Toys 


The act: Anal penetration using 
a hand or fist, or sex toys. 

The risks: Risk of injury exists. 
This would include internal 
bruising and bleeding. The 
invasive nature of fisting usually 


will result in some minor tearing. 
This may be one reason for the 
increased cases of Hepatitis C 
in the fisting world. STDs and 
parasites can be transmitted, 
especially if sharing toys and 
lube, at play parties. 

The reality: Believe it or not, 
people really get off on this, and 
do it despite the risks and the 
seemingly impossibility of it. 


How to lower those risks: Getting 
Hepatitis A and B Vaccines are 
a good idea for anyone into 
serious butt play. Wearing gloves 
lowers the risks of other disease 
transmission. Also, do not share 
lube. If you are at a play party 
and want to ensure your safety, 
or you holding a play party and 
want to ensure safety, make sure 
that each bottom has their own 
clearly marked lube (Crisco, Wet, 
Anal, etc.). Tops need to ensure 
that they wash their hands and 
arms properly when going from 


bottom to bottom, and make sure 
you are using the right lube and a 
new set of gloves. Tops also need 
to keep a check of any serious 
bleeding or potential tearing. If 
serious bleeding occurs, a trip to the 
emergency may be necessary. 
When it comes to toys, forget what 
your mom taught you and do not 
share them. If you must share, 
covering them with condoms and 
washing between uses will reduce 
the risk of STD transmission. 


Rimming 


The act: Licking the anus 
The Risks: Hepatitis A & B, 
somewhat lower for Hepatitis 
C, Low for HIV, high for most 
STDs, and especially intestinal 
parasites and worms. 

The reality: You also risk 
parasites every time you go 
for sushi, eat undercooked 
meat, or drink water that is not 
properly sanitized. 


How to lower the risks: Dental 
dams or condoms lower the 
risk. Like with oral sex, those 
who like rimming rarely ever 
use them. Other than making 
sure that you have your Hepatitis 
vaccines up to date, there is little 
you can do other than abstain or 
chew on rubber if you do not want 
to risk catching anything else. You 
may want to refrain from all you 
can eat sushi bars or not drink from 
that crystal clear lake you like to 
hike up to. This is more so you don’t 
pass on parasites from an outside 
source. 


Party & Play (PnP) 


The act: Doing drugs and having 
Sex. 

The risks: Overdose, a nasty hang 
over, popper burns on you nose, and 
a lowering of inhibitions that would 
lead you to wake up the next day 
with 10 loads of cum up your ass, 
and not knowing where they came 
from. 

The reality: Though it is frowned 
upon by many in the leather 
community, it definitely goes on. 
Especially since the world of leather 


and circuit parties has started to 
merge in recent years. 
Lowering the risk: Short of being 
a party pooper and abstaining, 
be aware of the side affects of 
any drugs you take. Also be 
aware of any possible 
interactions between drugs. A 
prime example is the mixing of 
poppers and Viagra, which can 
cause extreme low blood 
pressure, which can lead to 
death. Also, some party drugs 
such as “E” have nasty 
reactions when mixed with HIV 
medications. Also, a good idea 
is making steadfast rules for 
having sex, and keep to them no 
matter how drunk or stoned you 
are. 


I guess what I am trying to get 
at here is that there are risks to 
playing. The purpose of this 
article is not to scare, but to be 
honest about the risks that are 
out there. Cigarettes have all 
sorts of warnings on their 
packages, yet people still smoke. 
Being risk aware is knowing 
what you are getting yourself 
into, and all the potential risks, 
no matter how small, that there 
are. That way, you can make an 
informed decision based on how 
much of arisk you are willing to 
take. In short, when you find or 
see something that turns you on, 
do your research. Many AIDS 
organizations and STD Clinics 
will have information about the 
potential of disease 
transmission. There are also lots 
of books and web pages that 
give good advice on proper and 
safer ways of having sex. In 
the end, you can’t properly 
negotiate scene as a top or 
bottom if you have no clue as to 
what the risks to the activities 
discussed are. It is incumbent 
on you to keep yourself safe, and 
your partner as safe as possible, 
within the limits you negotiate. 
Only you really know your limits 
and what is right for you. 


In Leather, 


Mike Sinnott 
Mr. Edmonton Leather 2002 


ACCH Gay/ 
Bisexual/MSM 
Working Group 
Environmental 
Scan and 
Community 
Consultation 
Project 


HIV Edmonton 
Robert Wm. Smith 


Beginning in early January 2003, the 
Alberta Community Council on HIV 
(ACCH) Gay/Bisexual/MSM 
working group is launching an 
environmental scan ofhealth, social 
and education service providers 
throughout Alberta. The scan will 
focus on the types and availability of 
services to the gay/bisexual/MSM 
population inrural and urban Alberta. 
The hope is to get an accurate 
overview of what services are being 
provided in these three sectors, how 
they are made accessible and how 
they are accessed. 


The rationale for the project is 
simple. The larger urban centers of 
Alberta, Edmonton and Calgary, 
become the migratory points of most 
gay/bisexual/MSM fromrural areas. 
Community-based HIV/AIDS 
organizations, as well as gay, 
bisexual and lesbian organizations 
around the province, have observed 
that a significantnumber of gay men 
feel compelled to live acloseted life 
in their rural communities for fear of 
persecution, or feel compelled to 
leave their communities to seek 
cultural belonging in larger urban 
centers. Often, when young gay 
men migrate to urban centers, they 
have no social or economic supports 
and are at risk of becoming street- 
involved, engaging in survival 
behaviours such as drug use and the 
sex trade. Anecdotal evidence 
indicates that these young gay men 
do not know where or how to access 
gay-friendly health and social support 
services in their rural communities, 


and likewise, service providers in 
rural communities do not know 
how to provide such services. The 
resulting social isolation, stigma 
and low self-esteem means that 
young gay men are more likely to 
engage in behaviours that place 
them at risk of HIV infection, 
such as drug use and unprotected 
SEX. 


The project is designed in two 
stages to meet funding 
requirements both for monies 
received and for grants applied 
for to complete the work. Phase 
one is datacollection, conducting 
an environmental scan (what 
exists at present) in seven regions 
of the province serviced by their 
own AIDS Service 
Organization(s) and includes the 
following goals: 


Goal #1: To create an inventory 
of stakeholders who would benefit 
from community development for 
gay men living in or leaving rural 
communities. 

Goal #2: To gather evidence of 
best practices and service 
provision models to inform future 
program and/or policy 
development for gay/bisexual/two 
spirit/MSM living in or leaving 
rural communities. 

Goal #3: To identify community 
gaps or potential responses to the 
social, mental health and sexual 
health needs of gay men living in 
or leavingrural communities. 


In short, data collection! 

In Phase 2, the aim is to compile 
a profile of service delivery to 
gay/bisexual/MSM in the health, 
social and education sectors, and 
through wide distribution, have 
the participants from Phase 1 
analyze the findings. Focus groups 
and individual interviews will be 
set up with the original participants 
as well as identified community 
stakeholders (gay/bisexual/ 
MSM) in each region. They will 
have an opportunity to give their 
analysis of the findings as well as 
make recommendations on 
initiatives and strategies to address 
the short-falls and gaps in service 
provision in their regions and 
provincially. 


The goals of Phase 2 include: 


Goal 1:Create a profile of 
services available to gay/ 
bisexual/MSM in Alberta 
Goal 2: Disseminate findings to 
social, health and education service 
providers and community 
stakeholders and establish 
timeframes for community 
consultation process. 

Goal 3: Conduct focus groups and 
individual interviews with social, 
health and education service 
providers and community 
stakeholders in seven Alberta 
rural/urban communities. 

Goal 4: Compile results of focus 
groupsand individual interviews in 
a final report to be distributed to 
social, health and education service 
providers and community 
stakeholders throughout Alberta 
and present final report to ACCH 
at its quarterly meeting in the Fall 
of 2003. The results will also have 
national distribution for reference 
by other gay and lesbian and ASO 
community service providers as 
well as becoming part ofthe newly 
formed Community Based 
Research site www.hiv-cbr.net, a 
research resource website that 
provides the latest data from 


several research projects 
throughout Canada. 
The 14 ACCH Members 


throughout the province including 
HIV Edmonton are delighted to be 
involved in this project. The data 
provided, though it may be self- 
evident in the most part, will help 
ACCH and community 
organizations address the gaps we 
know exist in service delivery and 
inthe kinds of information that our 
youth receive about themselves 
and their sexual orientation and 
gender identity. The data will 
assist us in aiming HIV prevention 
initiatives at specific populations, 
directly addressing those areas 
identified as being part of the “high- 
risk” concerns. As has been said 
often in the past; HIV/AIDS is no 
longer only about condoms or clean 
needles. HIV/AIDS is about the 
health/social/education fabric of 
our communities. 


We look forward to including 
members of Edmonton’s gay/ 
bisexual/MSM populations in this 
process and getting you input on 
existing and future needs in our 


community 
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Is 
Christmas 
for Us? 


Christmas is full of gaudy lights, 
“sale” signs and throngs of 
anxious, 
irritable 
shoppers. 
Our ears 
are 
assaulted 
in every 
mall and 
shop by 
endless 
numbers 
of bad 
renditions 
of “Rudolph” and “Frosty,” not 
to mention the sweet strains of 
“Silent Night” that you can 
hear echoing softly through the 
aisles at your local sex shop. 
It’s enough to make you blind 
and deaf! 


It is so easy, as gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgendered 


people to enter into an even 
deeper level of blindness and 
deafness. We, who often are 
shuffled to the fringes of church 
and society, or hurt and even 
cast out, can fail to grasp the 
depth of the Christmas 
message, a message that is truly 
meant as much for us as for 
anyone else, maybe even more 
sO. 


So is Christmas for us? And if it 
is— why should it matter to those 
of us who are, or were 
Christians? The reason is 
simple. God decided to enter into 
our troubled and fragile world, 
a world broken and wounded, 
filled with people stumbling in 
their own personal despair and 
fear. Why? To bring us peace, 
to drive away the shadows and 
to soothe the fears that burden 
us and keep us from living fully. 
How did God do this? With great 
and impressive signs of power 
and violence? No, God sent 
Jesus - Emmanuel, “God with 
us”. And he didn’t come with 
an army of generals or angels 
with flashing swords. No, Jesus 
came as we all do. The one we 
have called the Son of God, God 
in the flesh, came as a 


powerless, helpless, newborn 
baby. Jesus entered our world 
without the godly glory so he 
could become a part of the 
struggle of humanity. And he 
came as an outsider. He wasn’t 
born into wealth or status but 
came as the son of a working 
man, a member of an oppressed 
people. He was born in a stable, 
an outbuilding and laid in a rough 
manger because there was no 
one willing to make room for him. 
Jesus understood being on the 
outside, being cast out and 
shamed. He knows what it’s like 
to be beaten, spit on, mocked and 
taunted. Jesus understands us and 
our needs, our cries for liberation, 
our fears and the abuse that is 
often part of our lives. And each 
year we celebrate Christmas as 
a reminder that God is in this with 
us, that God has been there. Each 
Christmas is an invitation to bring 
our sorrows and fears, our 
disbelief, our pain and our 
celebrations and gifts to the 
manger, to Jesus, to the God who 
loves us enough to have walked 
our journey. 


If you have been pierced by the 
vicious use of scripture as a 
weapon to demean, deny and 


denounce, you should come to the 
manger. 


If you have been made to feel 
shame because of your sexuality, 
you should come to the manger. 


If you have been beaten down by 
lies and taunts, been rejected by 
family and friends and even 
church, you should come to the 
manger. 


Anyone and everyone who has 
been made to feel that they are 
an abomination, that the God who 
created them now hates them, 
that Jesus’ love does not include 
them, then truly you should come 
to that out building, to that rough 
manger and risk looking inside. 
Look into the face of the babe 
called Jesus. You will not find 
anger, condemnation, or denial. 
When you look upon Jesus, 
Emmanuel, “God with us,” you 
will find one dike us. 

Jesus knew what being an 
outsider meant. He started life 
lying on rough straw. He 
experienced the rejection of the 
religious authorities, and he came 
to know their harsh 
condemnation. He started life in 
a manger, a feeding trough, 


Ms. BAILEYS COMPETITION 
At The Roost Nite Club 


$1000.00 First Place 


$ 500.00 Second Place 
$ 250.00 Third Place 


Friday December oth 


Private Members Club 


Ms.Bailey's 2001 
Ms. Krystal Ball 


10345 - 104 Street 


because of the insensitivity and 
blindness of others. He would 
end his earthly life naked and 
nailed to a tree because of the 
inflexibility and hatred of those 
who believed they knew the 
mind and heart of God. 


So through his experience of 
how the world treated him, 
Jesus, whom we understand as 
fully God and fully human, also 
knows full well what we, his 
GLBT brothers and sisters, 
suffer and go through. But his 
coming also sends us this 
message: God has not, cannot, 
and will not abandon us. God 
came to us as a baby so that 
we would know there is nothing 
to fear. St. Therese of Lisieux 
once wrote, “A God who 
became so small could only be 
love and mercy.” God did not 
come to threaten or condemn. 
No, the Infant Jesus, like the 
adult Jesus, came for those 
who have been threatened and 
beaten down and brutalized. 
He experienced it first hand so 
that we could bring our pain to 
him and find healing from a God 
who understands. 


So, the question remains. Is 
Christmas for us? We decorate 
our homes with trees, lights and 
Santas and snowmen. But if we 
do not have some 
representation of the stable, the 
manger, the infant, however 
humble, we not only miss the 
“reason for the season,” we 
cheat ourselves out of a gentle 
reminder of how deeply and 
passionately we are loved by 
God. You are so loved that, if 
you alone needed the coming of 
Jesus, he would gladly have 
come for just you. He did come 
for you and invites you to come 
to the outbuilding this year and 
sit by the manger. There you will 
come to know who you are. 
God’s own beloved child. 


Christmas: comfort and joy, 
peace and goodwill, the 
expression of God’s love. Of 
course Christmas is for us. 
Perhaps more than most people 
would like to believe! 

Have a very merry, joyful and 
holy Christmas! 


Rev. Mickey Wilson 

Lambda Christian Community 
Church 

11148-84 Avenue (Garneau 
United Church) 

Phone: 474-0753 


Eee eee ine leaned | 
lambdachurch@shaw.ca 
Web site: http:// 


members.shaw:ca/ 
lambdachurch/ 


Lambda’s Advent And Christmas 
Schedule 

Sunday Dec. 1 

Hope: The first Sunday of 
Advent — World AIDS Day 
10:30 AM Garneau United 
Church Rev. Rob Hankinson 
leading worship, Rev. Mickey 
Wilson preaching 


7 PM (Lambda) World AIDS 
Day Memorial Service & 
Candlelight Vigil Rev. Mickey 
Wilson leading the service, Rev. 
Rob Hankinson speaking. 
Special Music by Edmonton 
Vocal Minority 


Sunday Dec. 8 

Peace: The second Sunday of 
Advent - Youth Service 
10:30 AM (Garneau United 
Church) & 7 PM (Lambda) 
The Lambda Youth (with some 
young at heart support) will lead 
the services with a peace focus 


Saturday Dec. 14 

Potluck & Caroling 

6:00 PM, Bring a small gift for 
exchange suitable for anyone 


Sunday Dec. 15 

Joy: The third Sunday of 
Advent White Gift Sunday 

7 PM Bring non-perishable food 
items for the Bissell Centre 


Sunday Dec. 22 
Love: The fourth Sunday of 
Advent 


Tuesday Dec 24 

Christmas Eve — joint 
services Garneau United 
Church and Lambda Christian 
Community Church 

7PM Family Service 

10:30 PM Hot Apple Cider & 
Carol Sing 

11 PM, Candlelight Communion 
Service 


GLCCE 
Announcement 


Xmas open house/drop in 
Wednesday, December 11 


between 5 and 8 pm at #45, 
9912 - 106 Street 


Hosted by the GLCCE Board 


as a thank you to members and 
volunteers 


Kids Christmas Party 
Sun. Dee. 15 
opm to 7pm 


ore. 
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Stigma And 
Discrimination 
Challenging 
Edmonton’s 
Gay 

Community 


By Bob Mills 
The World AIDS Campaign 
for 2002-2003 is a 


campaign to prevent, reduce 
and ultimately eliminate 
HIV/AIDS-related stigma 
and discrimination. The 
Edmonton gay community 
needs to be conscious of 
stigma and its resulting 
discrimination. Stigma and 
discrimination divides 
communities and sub- 
cultures. Our gay 
community can be one of 
the most offending groups 
when it comes to systemic 
HIV/AIDS related stigma 
and discrimination 


Stigma and discrimination 
associated with HIV/AIDS 
are the greatest barriers to 
preventing further 
infections, providing 
adequate care, support and 
treatment, and alleviating 
impact in society. The 


resulting silence by people ~ 


living with HIV/AIDS 
(PLWHA) in Edmonton is 
that this population is left 
feeling guilty and ashamed 
and unable to express its 
views. In many situations, 
individuals feel fearful that 
Edmonton’s gay community 
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will ostracize them for 
being HIV positive. In 
many situations it actually 
occurs. 


Discrimination results when 
a distinction is made 
against a person resulting in 
unfair or unjust treatment 
on the basis of belonging, 
or being perceived to 
belong, to a particular 
group. Stigma acted upon 
is discrimination. Stigma 
and discrimination 
associated with HIV/AIDS 
have powerful 
PD S3y-Ceh O:lyowesi Clay! 
consequences for how 
people come to see 
themselves, leading, in 
many cases, to depression, 
lack of self-worth and 
despair. Often, PLWHA in 
our community are seen to 
be some kind of “problem” 
rather then part of the 
solution. Edmonton 


PLWHA are not 
always viewed as 
possible resources 
for community 
mobilization § or 
action but rather as 
an image problem 
TOreestheage aoa y, 
community. 


A general lack of 


willingness to 
become HIV/AIDS 
aware in 


Edmonton’s gay 
community has lead 
people to stigmatize 
and discriminate 
against those 
infected or 
presumed to be 
infected, with HIV. 
This further 
perpetuates deep- 


rooted social fears and 
anxieties. In order to 
eliminate destructive 
behaviors, the gay 
community must recognize 
its HIV/AIDS issues and 
the social 
behaviors 
tashatanst 
reinforce 
them if it 
1s to 
adequately 
respond 
to HIV/ 
ATDIS> 
related 
stigma 
a ened 
Edmonton’s 
gay community has been 
the target of 
discrimination for 
decades, yet this same 
community targets its 
own with deep-rooted 
horizontal discrimination 


(discrimination directed 
toward ones own 
community members). 


The Edmonton 


gay 
to 


community needs 


understand what stigma 
and discrimination are and 
from where they are 
directed. Members need 
to identify their links to 
broader existing 
inequalities and injustices 


Please join me for my 
SEASONAL OPEN HOUSE @ 


|invite you to share the spirit of the season, 
exchange seasons greetings with friends 
and enjoy the displays at the Alberta Aviation 
Museum 


Thursday, December 19, 2002 
4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 


Alberta Aviation Museum 
11410 Kingsway Avenue 


Donations to the Food Bank will be accepted 


and denial of individuals’ 
realization of human 
rights and fundamental 
freedoms. As a sub- 
culture in society, gay 
people need to examine 
stigma and horizontal 
discrimination in their 
community and further 
need to identify and 
discredit individuals who 
find stigma and 
discrimination acceptable. 


Stigma is linked to power 
and domination. The 
qualities to which stigma 
adheres (e.g. a person’s 
body shape, the way 
someone lives, the 
person’s choice of 
friends) can be quite 
arbitrary. Certain 
attributes are seized upon 
and defined by others as 
discreditable or 
unworthy. Our own 
community exhibits 


arbitrary standards directed 
toward PLWHA or those 
suspected of living with HIV/ 
AIDS. Stigma in our gay 
community sets into motion 
devaluation of its members. 


Even in the gay community, 
PLWHA are often believed to 
have earned their fate. Our 
community perpetuates 
stigma and discrimination, 
partly through fear, partly 
through ignorance, and partly 
because it is convenient to 
blame those who have been 
affected first. Young gay men 
wrongly believe that HIV/ 
AIDS is mostly a disease of 
aldereacay men: It tis 
convenient to blame the 
‘promiscuous’ past of this 
select group. Ignorance, fear 
and denial lead _ to 
vulnerability. Currently, there 
is concern with the growing 
numbers of newly infected 
gay youth. 


Stigma, discrimination 
and human_ rights 
violations are interrelated. 
They create, reinforce 
and legitimize each other. 
The gay community 
cannot, and should not, 
reinforce such behaviors 
from individuals in a 
community that is largely 
repressed, marginalized 
and systematically 
discriminated against by 
society. We must not 
tolerate systemic stigma 
but instead empower 
members infected or 
affected by HIV to 
challenge horizontal 
discrimination, 


In North America, the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic is 
still heavily weighted 
toward gay men and men 
who have sex with men 
populations. It is the gay 


Cyber-City 
Internet Cafe 


Licensed 


community and its leaders 
who can counter prejudice 
and misunderstanding and 
who must protect the 
human rights of its 
PLWHA brothers. We 
need to strive for more 
egalitarianism that will guide 
the manner in which we live 
and interact with one 
another. 


I implore our Edmonton 
gay community to expose 
all forms of horizontal 
discrimination, to embrace 
and to actively protect its 
community of PLWHA 
from systemic stigma and 
horizontal discrimination. 
Throughout the next two 
years we have the capacity 
to demonstrate solidarity 
toward the elimination of 
HIV/AIDS stigma and 
discrimination in our gay 
community. 


Conrad's Sugarbowl 


Coffee House 


10724-124 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 


Alcoholics Anonymous 


A A isa fellowship of men 
and women who share 
their experience, strength 
and hope with each other 
that they may solve their 
common problem and help 
others to recover from 
alcoholism. The only 
requirement for 
membership is a desire to 
stop drinking. Call 424- 
5900 for times and places 
of Gay and Lesbian 
meetings. 


The B.E.A.R.S of 
Edmonton 


A group for hairy men and 
their admirers meet the 
first and third Saturday of 
each month 9:00 p. m. - 
11:00 p.m. at Buddys 
Night Club. Or write us at 
#47, 10024-82nd Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada T6E 1Z3. 


Dignity Edmonton 


This Edmonton chapter is 
a support community for 
gay and lesbian Catholics 
and friends. Contact 
Bernard at 451-1794 or 
Joseph at 481-4218 


Edmonton Prime 
Timers 


We are a chapter of Prime 
Timers Worldwide, an 
international social 
organization for mature 
gay and bisexual men and 
their younger friends over 
21. Our activities include: 
theatre nights, video 
nights, pub nights, Sunday 
brunches, and dining out. 
We meet the second 
Sunday of every month 
(except July and August) 
at 3:00 PM at the 
Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton (12530 110 
Ave.) for a social period, a 
guest speaker, and an 
optional supper ata 
restaurant. For more 
information, contact Peter 
at 426-7019, or better 
yet...join us at our 
monthly meeting. 


Edmonton Rainbow 
Business Association 
(ERBA): 


Gay men and Lesbians in 
business and our non-gay 
friends; Join us ...share 
your business knowledge, 
learn more, make new 
friends, network ... in 
positive, proud space 
where being yourself is 
the norm. Call Bill 
Faulkner for more 
information at 422-6207. 
Membership $25.00/yr. 


Edmonton Vocal 
Minority 


Women and men of all 
sexual orientations 
dedicated to sharing and 
preserving the cultural 
heritage of the queer 
community. Everyone is 
welcome to join this mixed 
voice choir as either a 
singer or a support 
member. Come and sing 
your pride! For 
information: Telephone: 
(780) 479.2038, E-mail: 
evm(Wfreenet.edmonton.ab.ca, 
on the web at: http:// 
www.planet.eon.net/ 
~toocute/evm/, or write to 
PO Box 12091, Main Post 
Office Edmonton, AB T5J 
3hi2. 


HIV Network of 
Edmonton Society 
(HIV Edmonton) 


HIV Edmonton works 
cooperatively with all those 
organizations in Alberta 
and across the country 
who are working to help 
limit the spread of HIV 
infection. HIV Edmonton 
utilizes a best practices 
Harm Reduction approach 
in Health Promotion, 
Advocacy and Support, as 
well as, maintaining an 


f 
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Recognized Community Builders 


extensive Resource Centre 
for use by health 
practitioners, health 
promoters, community 
organizations and those 
infected and affected by 
HIV. For more information 
on the activities of HIV 
Edmonton, please call 
(780) 488-5742 or contact 
us by email at 
mail@hivedmonton.com. 
Visit our Website at HIV 
Edmonton http:// 
www.hivedmonton.com/ 


Illusions Social Club 


A social club for Cross- 
dressers, Transsexuals and 
their supporters. We hold 
two socials each month, 


| one on the second 


Thursday and one on the 
third Saturday. For more 
information, write to 
Illusions Social Club. Box 
356, Main Post Office, 
Edmonton, AB, T5J 2J6. 
Phone: 424-2685 to talk to 
someone person to person. 


Imperial Sovereign 
Court of the Wild Rose 


The mission of the Court 
is to raise funds for 
charities and other 
organizations, which 
provide direct services to 
gay and lesbian 


individuals. Meetings of 
the Society are held at 8 
PM on the last Wednesday 
of the month at the 
Garage. Our e-mail is: 


wildrosecourt@yahoo.com. 


Visit our Website is at: 
Wild Rose Court http:// 
Wwww.geocities.com/ 
wildrosecourt/ 


ICARE Interfaith 
Centre for AIDS/HIV 
Resources & 
Education 


Formerly Interfaith 
Association on AIDS, the 
purpose of ICARE is to 
enhance the well-being of 
people affected by HIV by 
offering resources and 
opportunities for education 
to service providers and 
communities. You can 
contact us at 780-448- 
1768 or by e-mail at 
icare@oanet.com 


Lambda Christian 
Community Church 


We are a non- 
denominational Christian 
church. Providing a safe 
and healing space for 
Edmonton’s gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgendered 
Christians and their friends 
11148-84 Avenue 
(Garneau United Place) 
Edmonton, T6G 0V8. Call 
474-0753. Weekly Sunday 
service at 7 p. m. e-mail at 


lambdachurch@shaw.ca 


Living Positive 


Emotional, spiritual and 
psychological support is 
available through Living 
Positive to all those 
affected by HIV infection. 
We offer strong, loving, 
confidential support. We 
also meet weekly and share 
our mutual experiences. 
Living Positive is entirely 
directed by and for people 
who share a common 
diagnosis of HIV+. Peer 
counselling, hospital visits 
and a speakers bureau are 
also available through our 
society. Phone 488-5768 
or e-mail: 
livepos@telusplanet.net. 


Lutherans Concerned: 
Edmonton 


We are a spiritual 
community for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and straight 
people. Lutherans 
Concerned gathers monthly 
for worship, sharing, and 
friendship. We offer 
individual support and a 
safe space for our own 
spiritual questions. Call 
426-0905, or write P.O. 
Box 11095, Edmonton, 
AB, T5J 3K4 e-mail: 
lylemillang@powersurfr.com 


Making Waves Swim 
Club (MWSC) 


Open to all who are 
interested in lane 


swimming in a Masters 
GLBT club, we provide 
coaching to all levels of 
swimmers - those wishing 
to learn, those wishing to 
improve stroke technique 
and those wishing to train 
competitively. Drop in 
opportunity gives you 
flexibility to match your 
schedule. We swim at 
Bonnie Doon Leisure 
Centre, 8648 - 81 Street, 
Edmonton from 
September to June. Our 
members enjoy numerous 
social events arranged by 
the club. Please feel free 
to contact us to find out 
more information: Contact 
us at: 1. WebPages: http:// 
Www.geocities.com/ 
makingwaves_edm/ 
home.htm. 2. E-mail: 
makingwaves_edny¥@yahoo.com 
3. Phone: Warren 780- 
920-2847. 4. Attend a 
practice - your first swim 
is free! 


Northern Chaps 


Edmonton’s Leather - 
Fetish club for Gay, 
Lesbian, and straight men 
and women was 
established sixteen years 
ago. We strike to educate 
the rest of the community 
through workshops, 
staged demonstrations and 
events in order to heighten 
awareness. Northern 
Chaps meets at Buddy’s 
Nite Club the Ist and 3rd 


Saturday of each month. 
E-mail us at: 
Northemchaps@telusplanet.net 


OUTreach 


OUTreach is a university- 
based organization for 
gays, lesbians and 
bisexuals interested in an 
academic atmosphere. 
Meetings are held every 
Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. at 
the second cup on 
campus. Topics vary from 
week to week. Additional 
information is available by 
e-mail: 
outreach(@Qualberta.ca. 
They also have a 
WebPages at OUTreach U 
of A http:// 
www.ualberta.ca/ 
~outreach 


Youth Understanding 
Youth 


We meet every Saturday 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
gay and lesbian Centre of 
Edmonton, Suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. A social 
support group for anyone 
under the age of 25 years. 
For more information, or 
to give your input, e-mail: 
yuyedm@hotmail.com. 
Our WebPages are at 
Youth Understanding 
Youth http:// 


Www.virtue.nu/yuy/ 


Visions - Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton 


We are an open, liberal 
religious community that 
value diversity and 
celebrate our Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, and 
Transgendered members. 
With us, you are 
encouraged with open 
mind and heart to form 
your own set of personal 
beliefs. Sunday services at 
9:30am and 11:15am. 
12530 - 110 Avenue Ph. 
454-8073. For more 
information, call Mike at 
482-6582. 


Womonspace 


We are a social and 
recreational society for 
lesbians in Edmonton. We 
hold monthly dances and 
other activities. Look for 
our monthly newsletter 
around town, or phone 


482-1794. Visit our 
WebPages at 
Womonspace http:// 
www.gaycanada.com/ 
womonspace/ 


Regional 
Organizations 


Grande Prairie 


Gay and Lesbian 
Community, Box 1492, 
Grande Prairie, AB T8V 
473. E-mail: 


Out North 


Box 2827, Yellowknife, 
NT., X1A 2R2, Phone 
line: 867-669-7279. 
WebPages: http:// 
www.yellowknife.com/ 
ptartan/outnorth.htm E- 
mail:out_north99@hotmail.com 


TRANS WEST 


INSURANCE BROKERS 
(Onoway Branch) 


Office: 967-2282 Fax: 967-5458 
Insurance Premiums too high? 


You may qualify for discounts! 


Quotations for: 


Auto/Home 
Tenant/Condo 
Farm/Commercial 
Mobile Home/Recreational Vehicles 


Special Markets for 
High Risk Drivers/Cancelled Insurance 


For all your insurance needs, call an expert today: 
Ken Vaughan (F.L.1.C.) 
Proud Member of the Gay Community 


Convenient Payment Plans Available 
After Hours Service & House Calls 


Your stories are welcome at 
Times .10. We are always 
seeking for real life, 
non-explicit, stories You can 
e-mail them to 
times10@telusplanet.net. 
Please include your real name 
with the e-mail, although you 
do not have to use it on the 
story, poetry or artwork. 


Visit Us on the 
Internet 


www.times10.org 


Times .10 Magazine 
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Edmonton 
Pride 
Week 
Society 
Presents! 


Thanks for reading this. 
This is our way of 
communicating to the 
greater Edmonton Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, and 
lemams ¢ on.d ese d 
community what the 
EPWS is doing. Only 
through communication 
such as this can we 
maintain the visibility 
and public 
accountability that we 
feel is necessary to do 
our jobs as your 
representatives in 
planning Pride Festival 
2003. 


When we first met, we on 
the new Executive agreed 
that the vision and 
mission statement of the 
previous year’s Pride 
Committee was still 
valid. Just so you know, 
that vision is: Everyone 
in the Capital Region 


knows the gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and 
Peon send ered 
community is valuable 
and integral to a vibrant 
and diverse society. 
Further, that mission 
statement is: The Pride 
Committee will 
coordinate a yearly 
festival to showcase the 


unity and diversity of 
the gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and 


transgender community. 
The Pride Committee, 
community groups and 
businesses 


have a 


shared responsibility to 
ensure the overall 
success of the capital 
region's Pride Festival. 
The Pride Committee 
has been given shared 
responsibility by its 
members, including 
representatives from 


No Cover, Hibalis : 
o. Saturdays - join 


community groups and 
businesses, for strategic 
planning, organizing 
and coordinating 
resources, and 
evaluation of a Pride 
Festival for the Capital 
Region. 

Already this year, we 
have begun to plan for 
what we know will be a 
phenomenal Pride 
Festival. We have our 
dates booked. Pride 
Week 2003 will run from 
June 13 — 22. We have 
also discussed the theme 
for Pride Week. As the 


Executive, we feel that 
thew themes. fOr! ta 
community celebration 
should be decided by the 
General Membership 
though, so we invite you 
to attend our next general 
meeting: Jan. 16, 2003 to 
discuss that theme, as 


well as other matters of 
importance. 


Possible themes that have 
already been proposed 


include waa. ineamlsite 
Within”, “The Legend 
Begins’... swe Are 
Family”, “Scary Pride”, 
“Strong Together”, 


“Color the World”, “Out 
of the Box”, and “Red, 
White, and Proud, eh!”’. 
To voice your opinion on 
any of these themes, or to 
propose a new one, 
please come to that 
meeting Jan. 16, 2003. 


We’ve also begun to 
look at possible parade 
marshals. Ideas 
currently include 
Adrienne Clarkson, 
Lois Hole, Margaret 
Cho, to name but a few. 


And of course, we need 
more volunteers to 
make Pride Week 2003 
a success. Currently, 
we need people who 
are interested in 
undertaking coordination 
of the Parade, the Post- 
Parade Fair, and the Pride 
Dance. Please contact us 
at 
pridevolunteers(@gayedmonton.com 
if you’re interested in 
being involved in any 
way. 
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Two- 
Spirit 
People 


By Patrick Cotton, 
MBA 


In the last three decades, 
great progress has been made 
in the public acceptance of 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and 
Transgender people. We are 
seeing more Gender 
Blending on the public 
sidewalks than ever before. 
Gender Blenders represent 
all diverse spectrums of 
society regardless of race, 
age, or social class. 


In the media we have seen 
celebrities pushing the 
Gender Blending envelope in 
the name of entertainment for 
years. They have helped kick 
down the door for the 
everyday private Blender to 
express him/herself without 
ridicule. One example would 
be a Blender like Quentin 
Crisp who wore makeup in 
public all his life shocking 
people and causing quite a 
stir. Other examples would 
be Liberace, Elton John, 
RuPaul, David Bowie, and 
Marilyn Manson with all 
their female oriented props 
such as furs, feathers, 
sequins, jewelry, wigs, 
gowns, hair color, and 
makeup. They were 
considered freaks that 
people would pay to see for 
laughs, but Blending was also 
a self- expression of their 
God given talent and nature. 
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“Two Spirit People” is a book 
by Sue Ellen Jacobs, Wesley 
Thomas and Sabine Lang, 
1997. It isa wonderful source 
of information about the 
GLBT lifestyle in the Native 
American Indian culture. This 
small article only scratches 
the surface of information 
this book tells about ancient 
GLBT people. 


Native Americans treated the 
Homosexual as a special gift 
from God. Homosexuals 
were believed to have great 
Spiritual powers. A 
Homosexual was a person 
that bridged the gap between 
the temporal and spiritual 
worlds in Native American 
beliefs. 


Historians use the name 
Berdache (Ber-dash) in all 
their descriptions of these 
early Native American 


Homosexuals. The name is 
of European origin and it is 
also used by American Indian 
Archeologists as well. In 
1993 at the Winnepeg 
Conference, the Gay and 
Lesbian Native American 
Indians adopted the new name 
of “Two-Spirit People”. They 
found the new name much 
more palatable than the 
European White Man’s name. 
They found the name 
Berdache to be vulgar and 
repulsive like the word Faggot 
is opposed to in the word Gay. 
I will use Two-Spirit People 
in this article where the 
Historians used Berdache in 
their writings. Also keep in 
mind that Berdache or Two- 
Spirit People is the generic 
“umbrella” description of the 
Native American 
Homosexual. Each of the 
182 tribal languages has their 
own name for this type of 
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8712 - 109 ST. 
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individual within their own 
society. 


Traditionally, most of the 
world only recognizes two 
genders, Male and Female. 
Native Americans 
recognize that there is a 
third, fourth and even fifth 
gender and accept it as 
nature’s way. Native 
American children were 
encouraged to seek out 
which gender fits those best 
without any prejudice or 
coaching. 


Two-Spirit People were 
defined by spirituality, 
androgyny, and male-male 
homosexual relationships. 
The Two-Spirit Person 
could adopt the clothing of 
women, associate and be 
involved in the women’s 
gossip of the tribe. They 
would do all the work 


associated with women’s 
work and were also allowed to 
marry a man. Two Spirit 
People also took a very 
important part in many of the 
spiritual ceremonies of the 
tribe. 


A Lesbian version of the Two- 
Spirit People did exist in 
history. A female Native 
American Indian accepting the 
roles of male Native 
American Indian. However, 
historical documentation was 
a male oriented field and 
women of the world in general 
are left out of most history 
with the exception of a few 
European Royals. 
Unfortunately, there is very 
little written about Lesbian 
Two-Spirit People. 


Native American Indians 
chose to find a productive and 
venerated place for the Two- 


Spirit Person. A Crow 
Traditionalist said, “We don’t 
waste people the way White 
society does. Every person has 
their gift.” According to the 
Mohave creation story, “Ever 
since the world began, there 
have been transvestites, and 
from the beginning of the 
world it was meant there 
should be homosexuals.” 


With the arrival of White 
European settlers and the 
pressures of the Christian and 
Catholic churches, the 
acceptance of Two-Spirit 
People changed in dramatic 
ways. The White Man 
attempted to remove all traces 
of Two-Spirit People. 
Homosexuality was against 
the White Man’s religion and 
Native Americans Indians had 
to accept the White Man’s way 
or lose their lives. The White 
man now dominated their 


society and had the power to 
enforce their own religious 
beliefs. 


Pockets of Two-Spirit 
People survived underground 
but this was only seen among 
the older members of the 
tribe. The tradition of 
acceptance died out and was 
lost to upcoming 
generations. In the last three 
decades, interest has started 
to be rekindled in this 
traditional acceptance. Still 
in its formative stages, there 
is a foothold in the door to 
help Homosexuals become a 
meaningful part of Native 
American Indian society 
once again. 


The Omaha Indians believed 
that Two-Spirit People were 
“instructed by the moon” 
which they worshipped. 


(Continued on page24) 
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Two - Spirited 


(continued from page23) 
Many myths warned Native 
American Indians to not 
interfere with the Two-Spirit 
People’s role or 
consequences could 
sometimes result in death. 
Two-Spirit People were not 
bothered or harassed until 
the arrival of the White Man. 
Two-Sprit People were 
considered a gift to the tribe, 
someone to be honored and 
cherished. A Sioux Shaman 
named Lame Deer said “that 
if nature puts a burden on a 
man by making him different 
it also gives him a power.” 
The Zapote Indians staunchly 
defend that “God made them 
that way.” 


Two Spirit People excelled 
in arts of weaving, beadwork, 
pottery, and basket making. 
Their work usually sold for 


twice as much as the work of 
the women in the tribe. To 
tell a woman that her work 
was as good as a Two-Spirit 
Person was not consider 
sexist, but rather a very high 
compliment. Historians, 
Collectors and_ Tribal 
Members put a very high 
value on crafts created by 
Two-Spirit People. It was 
believed that the Two-Spirit’s 
spiritual powers were 
transferred into the craft they 
create. 


Two-Spirit People were 
allowed to adopt children and 
were considered excellent 
parents and teachers. They 
excelled at cooking, cleaning 
and all the domestic duties. 
Today the practice of Two- 
Spirit People involved in 
child rearing is gaining 
acceptance within the tribes 
due to so many children being 
abused by parents suffering 
from Alcoholism. Two- 
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Spirit People were known to 
go to war or on a hunt 
regularly. Two Spirit People 
would do the cooking, 
washing, caring for the camp 
and tending to the wounded 
warriors. The Two Spirit 
Person’s presence among the 
warriors was highly valued 
because their spiritual 
powers were viewed as 
protection. 


Two Spirit People were in a 
unique position as being 
considered neither male nor 
female. 

Two Spirit People would 
often act as counselors for 
tribal members having 
marital conflict. Two Spirit 
People also played the role 
of matchmakers. The Two- 
Spirit Person would often act 
as the go between with a 
girl’s family when a young 
man wanted to send her a gift 
and get the young girl’s 
attention. Two-Spirit People 
were paid for these services. 
Two-Spirit People often 
cared for the sick and 
wounded. They were not 
Shamans, but were the ones 
that Shamans turned to for 
guidance. 


Among the Yokut Indians the 
Two-Spirit People prepared 
the dead for burial. Two 
Spirit People were so 
esteemed that they were 
allowed to keep any of the 
deceased’s belongings they 
chose. In the Potawatomi 
tribe, if a Two-Spirit Person 
groomed the hair of a man 
going on a hunt, it was 
thought to provide “Special 
Spiritual Advantages and 
Protection for the Hunter.” 
Two Spirit People were such 
common part of the 
landscape then that even 
George Catlin, the famous 
western artist, painted a 
couple of paintings of Two- 
Spirit People but they are 


rare and hard to find prints. 
All of George Catlin’s 
western art paintings are 
carried heavily in print 
everywhere except the 
one’s of the Two Spirit 
People. Even in modern day 
marketing they either 
suppress this knowledge or 
don’t know about it. The 
two paintings I am referring 
to are “Dance of the 
Berdache” 1830 and “Plains 
Indian woman hunting 
buffalo” 1837. 


Today there are many 
groups educating the world 
about Two Spirit People. 
Their mission is to first 
address the needs of the 
Two Spirit Brothers and 
Sisters as equal family 
members. These groups 
welcome Native American 
Indians, Heterosexuals and 
the Community in general to 
their meetings to establish 
a line of communication 
with wisdom and 
knowledge. There are 
groups such as Sacred 
Circles in Corona, 
California, The Two-Spirit 
Society of Colorado, 
Minnesota Two-Spirit’s, 
Northwest Two-Spirit’s, and 
the International Two-Spirit 
Gathering which has its 
website at http:// 
www.itsg.20m.com/. 
Although I am hearing some 
predictions about a local 
group starting, the closest 
group to Sacramento right 
now is the Bay Area 
American Indian Two Spirit 
(BAAITS). Their mission is 
to restore and recover the 
role of Two-Spirited 
People within the American 
Indian Community by 
creating forums. 


BAAITS webpage is http:// 
www.geocities.com/ 
WestHollywood/Castro/ 
8260/. 
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The 
Right 
Way 


By Liz Massiah MSW, 
RSW 


Asthemarketing machines 
start cranking up the 
Christmas hype earlier and 
earlier each year, I notice 
that the Halloween candy 
in the waiting room has 
scarcely been consumed 
when the conversations 
about Christmas begin in 
therapy sessions. 


The issues of Christmas 
are usually avery focused 
dose of the overall issues 
in any given relationship. 
The person who struggles 
with feeling included and 
significant will find lots 
of reminders of how she 
or he is being excluded in 
large and small ways 
during Christmas. It is a 
perfect season for the 
martyr, so much to do, so 
little appreciation. 


There is a fuss in Toronto 
about having a Christmas 
tree in front of city hall 
and calling ita Christmas 
tree. Some folks want it 
called a Holiday Tree, a 
good way to offend 
everyone. Put up ‘a 
Christmas tree, a Jewish 
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symbol, a Hindu~ 
symbol and don’t forget 

the witches. Ordo what 

I do in my office, 
and give it all a 
break and don’t 
putupany symbol. 
Every year 
people comment 
on whatareliefit 
is to escape it all. 


Yet there is more 
to the importance 
of Christmas than 
meets even my 
jaundiced eye. 
Yes there is rampant 
materialism, excesses 
of all sorts, yet it is not 
just about that. As 
human animals, we 
need connections to 
others, and we use ritual 
and tradition to affirm 
our selfhood, our souls. 
It is this need for 
connection that I think 
gets us all tied up in 
knots about Christmas. 


Our traditions and our 
rituals are what make 
us feel part of something 
bigger than ourselves. 
We can go to church, 
perhaps and think ofall 
the folks around the 
world doing the same 
thing atthe same time. I 
can make tortiere and 
connect to a long dead 
but very much alive 
great grandmother, 
whose recipe I still use. 
My parents prior to 
World War II bought 
the angel on our 


Christmas tree. Everyone 
who sees her comments 
on how lovely she is, one 
way to look at that is that 


angel has spread a lot of 
moments of loveliness 
justthrough being on top 
of our tree. 


Rituals are about 
predictability. So when 
challenged by feeling 
excluded by others 


rituals, don’t try to 
pretend the feeling isn’t 
real. Your rituals and 
traditions 
anchor you in 
part of your 
sense of self. 
And it isn’t 
possible to not 
have a tradition 


around the 
Christmas 
season; not 


decorating my 
office is part of 
my tradition 
now. And 
celebrating differently 
every year is also a 
tradition oraritual. Like 
that frustrating axiom of 
communication, even 
silence iscommunication, 
so its not possible to not 
have a ritual. 
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Yet there is lots of angst and 
conflict about this special 
day, which like any other day, 
is only twenty-four hours 
long. So on the one hand we 
can affirm ourselves with the 
rituals, but try to ease back 
some when the tradition does 
not happen our way. 


A family with certain habits 
about gift opening affirms 
their safety and stability by 
doing so the same way every 
year, if the house 
changes, the parents split and 


even 


there are new people there, 


the ritual carries them 
through the rough spots. A 
few years ago I wrote about 
my brother and his misguided 
notions of putting orange in 
the cranberry sauce, it is good 
but it is not ‘real’ cranberry 
sauce. And he doesn’t get the 
cranberry sauce crystal bowl 


to put it in. It is not worth a 


hassle though, but sadly in 
some families it would 
create a huge fight. Some 
families seem to save up 
all their emotional “ stuff” 
for this time of year and 
any little thing sets off a 


huge reaction. 


Sometimes we need to pay 
attention to why we cling 
so hard, with such 
determination to certain 
rituals that really occupy 
very little time in the scope 
of a year. What is it about 
that ritual that makes us 
safe, that makes us feel 
connected? Or what is it 
that we are trying to 
control, to be in charge of 
having our way; and does it 
really matter. Or is it about 


something else that needs 


to get sorted out another 
time and place, and we can 


just let the Christmas ritual 
alone for now. And promise 
ourselves to address the real 
issues cause what gets us 
going at Christmas is the same 
stuff that gets us going in May. 


We get into polarized thinking 
and so into polarized feeling, 
it is our way or its not all right, 
we love or we hate. What 
about escaping the polarizing 
by trying variations on that 
ritual that will let us feel those 
things and add something 
more to it. Note that I said add. 
Like having both kinds of 
cranberry sauce on the table or 
having a new way of opening 
some of the gifts, can we 
experiment with different 
colours of lights outside, or 
none at all? It seems to me 
that whenever we _ feel 
obligated to do it “ the right 
way” we should stop a moment 
and see what is really 
happening. Move away from 


rigidity and towards adding 
more options. 


This column has been tough 
to create, mostly cause it 
seems that I just wrote the 
last “ Christmas” column the 
day before yesterday. If time 
is all we really have, then 
make good choices about 
what matters, its not really 
it’s the 
and the 
inclusion that we want. Have 


the cranberries, 
connections 


a good one. 


this 
column are those of the 


(The opinions in 


author alone. They are not 
intended to 
consultation 


replace 
with an 
accountable professional 
psychotherapist ; any client 
related information is 
disguised to 


identity) 


protect 
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The 
Shane 
Train... 
all 
aboard! 


The “Shane Train” name was 
born in 2000, when Shane 
Bodie was about to drop his 
first indie-release on 
Vancouver label, Shiner 
Productions. The project was 
called GOSPEL, which 
means truth. Musically, it was 
“the truth according to” Shane 
and the “train” referred to the 
machine that is the music biz 
- the hustle involved with 
keeping the motor running. It 
evolved again, and stuck upon 
Shane’s return to Edmonton 
when a hot team of principal 
musicians was assembled and 
a community concept was 
born. The Shane Train is by 
far “E-Town’s” coolest and 
most creative live show - 
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always new, always 
changing, and always 
entertaining! 


Shane drives the train! He 
sings, he raps, he moves, 
he does everything! 
Digger Inc is his older 
brother on riff-heavy 
guitar and funky bass. K 


Jam is the sister-metal, 
on hard-guitar and bass - 
keeping it “gangsta” while 
they “crackulate”. The 
group’s sound is largely 
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dictated by their 
songwriting, which 
stylishly moves 


between R&B, Hip- 
Hop, Rock, and Metal. 
Throw in G Spot on 
drums, the mad- 
peaceful Elk farmer 
who graciously hosts 
biweekly rehearsals on 
his family’s complex, 
and adds the kind of 
fluid, organic beats that 
flavor the Shane Train 
sound. Lady Desha is 
the husky-voiced 
veteran of soul on 
board, as well as the 
mother to K Jam and 
hil’ rapping/hip- 
hopping fool, Cash 
Money aka The Clever 
Tiger. On the turntables, 
DJ Produce (G Spot’s 
younger brother) is one 
of Shane’s oldest 
creative partners, and 
has just returned from 
Vancouver in time to 

smooth over the 

Shane Train vibe. 

Some other special 

guests included fire 

performer Terra 

Burst, Fred Earl 

Cummings III, and the 

ultimate three-way, 
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Aqua Vulva/Ellis Dee/and the 
unforgettable Lotta Crack. The 
Shane Train is still waiting for 
Sharon Needles to board... Stay 
Tuned! 


The Roost Nite Club (E-Town’s 
slick-est private venue, 10345 104 
St) has hosted The Shane Train 
exclusively since its first show 
during the clubs 25th birthday 
week and will continue to do so in 
to 2003. Make sure to check out 
The Roost’s hot Psychedelic New 
Years Eve Party, Tuesday, 
December 31, 2002. The Shane 
Train is getting the party started 
with an elaborate, and trippy early 
show complete with an all-you- 
can-eat buffet! The bar opens at 7 
PM - the Shane Train stops at 8 
o’clock... And you know early 
birds get all the worms! Do not be 
late!!! 


Peace and Love 


Shane 


Times .10 
Magazine 


Check Out our 
Collection 
of 
100’s of Pictures, 

Free Chat, 
Businesses, 
Stories & 

Much More 


www.times10.org 


Letter of 
Opposition to 
Forced 
Vaccinations 


Dear Bush, 


I recently learned of the pro- 
vision in the so-called 
"Homeland Security" bill that 
allows the government to 
force "vaccinations" upon un- 
willing American citizens. | 
refuse to submit to such a 
"vaccination". It is widely 
known that smallpox "vac- 
cines" are known to kill chil- 
dren, senior citizens, people 
with weak immune systems, 
and sometimes even people 
who are already sick with the 


flu. Earlier last century, the 
so-called "vaccines" actually 
spread smallpox disease fur- 
ther, and the disease was not 
wiped out until the vaccina- 
tions had been ended, due to 
medical conclusions that 
the "vaccines" were more 
dangerous than smallpox it- 
self, and we were, in fact, 
the agents responsible for 
exacerbating the smallpox 
epidemic. 


With all due respect Mr. 
Bush, it is my right to decide 
when and if I am to be poi- 
soned. I promise to exercise 
my right to poison myself 
before you get a chance to 
poison me, if your adminis- 
tration moves forward with 
any plan to force smallpox 


We've got the vacation 
you've been dreaming of! 


Enjoy Cruising? 


"vaccinations" upon the 
American people. I will not 
subject myself to the torture 
of seeing you massacre mil- 
lions of innocent Americans 
with a lethal "vaccine". I will 
not force myself to endure 
the sight of my friends, 
neighbours and loved ones 
perish at the hands of your 
administration. 


I will drink all the vodka and 
take all the sleeping pills nec- 
essary to end my experience 
on this planet rather than let 
your administration end my 
existence for me, or witness 
you doing such to others. 
With God as my witness, I at- 
test you would be commit- 
ting the widest scale mass 
murder of any political leader 


in history if you were to force 
smallpox "vaccines" upon the 
American people. I urge you 
to reverse your course of ac- 
tion, for the sake of human- 
kind. 


A year ago, a mugger tried to 
shoot me because I refused to 
give him my wallet. Now I 
wish he had not missed. What 
I survived to see happening to 
this country is an experience 
worse than death. Bush, you 
have the option to be 
America's hero, or America's 
villain. I pray to God that you 
will choose the path of hero, 
though ultimately that deci- 
sion is yours alone to make. 


Sincerely and with great con- 
cern, 
Mike Schiller 


Join the World's Largest Gay Cruise 
and keep warm in the Caribbean 
from only $1199.00 US dollars 


or take one of the world's smallest gay cruises 
and be cool in Antarctica 
from $3995.00 US dollars. 


Please call us for details... 


tN 


EDMONTON CITY CENTRE 
(formerly Eaton Centre) 


Phone: 780-429-2233 
Toll Free: 1-888-255-0515 


E-mail: glen @algonquintravel.com 


Against the Odds, 
Company Works on 
AIDS Vaccine 


By Maggie Fox 


VaxGen's AIDSVAX vac- 
cine is based on some of the 
earliest knowledge of HIV 
and is the only HIV vaccine 
currently in Phase III clini- 
cal trials - the last step be- 
fore a vaccine or drug maker 
can seek approval from the 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion. 


About 30 other vaccines are 
in earlier stages of human 
testing. Unlike those using 
a live but weakened or 
"killed" virus, AIDSVAX 


uses two proteins based on 
30 


ee gp- -120 protein fond on 
the outside envelope of the 
virus. The hope is the 
body's immune system can 
become sensitized to any- 
thing carrying gp-120 and 
will mount a response to 
the virus. Results from the 
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of getting HIV. No one 
knows who got the real 
vaccine and who got the 
placebo shot; this informa- 
tion will be "unblinded" 
early next year. Research- 
ers hope fewer vaccinated 


trials, subjects 
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has immunized two-thirds 
of the 5,400 volunteers in 
its first Phase III trial - 
5,000 homosexual or bi- 
sexual men and 400 women 


VaxGen, said trials in chim- 
panzees showed it worked 
well. "I'm confident from 
the chimpanzees that the 


vaccine will be efficacious. 
The question is, how effi- 
cacious," he said. "Every- 
body who gets the vaccine 
has a good antibody re- 
sponse," Francis said. He 
hopes measurements of 
antibody levels will work as 
a correlate to show whether 
the vaccine is working. 


Even if just 20 percent of 
those vaccinated are im- 
mune to HIV infection, 
Francis believes this could 
have an impact on the 
AIDS epidemic. Vaccinated 
volunteers who do become 
infected will be followed 
for two years to see if the 
vaccine at least makes HIV 
grow more slowly in the 
body. 


WORLD AIDS DAY 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 1 


Q 


Memorial Service and 
Candlelight Vigil 


7 PM 
Garneau United Church 
11148 — 84 Avenue 


Music by Edmonton Vocal Minority 


refreshments to follow 


SPECIAL PRAYERS WILL BE INCLUDED 
AT THE 10:30 AM SERVICE AT GARNEAU UNITED CHURCH 


a joint service of worship b 
Garneau United Church and Lambda Christian Community Church 


The Jury 


Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, 
have you reached a verdict? We 
have, your honour. We find the man 
who robbed that bank not guilty. 


Home For The Holidays 


Anelderly man in Phoenix calls his 
son in New York and says, “I hate to 
ruin your day, but I have to tell you 
that your mother and I are divorcing; 
forty-five years of misery is 
enough.” “Pop, what are you talking 
about?” the son screams. “We can’t 
stand the sight of each other any 
longer,” the old man says. “We’re 
sick of each other, and I’m sick of 
talking about this, so you call your 
sister in Chicago and tell her,” and he 
hangs up. Frantic, the son calls his 
sister, who explodes on the phone. 
“They’re not getting divorced if | 
have anything to do about it,” she 
shouts, “I’ll take care of this.” She 
calls Phoenix immediately, and 
screams at the old man, “You are 
NOT getting divorced. Don’t do a 
single thing until I get there. I’m 
calling my brother back, and we’ll 
both be there tomorrow. Until then, 
don’t do a thing, DO YOU HEAR 
ME?” and hangs up. 

The old man hangs up his phone and 
turns to his wife and says, “Okay, 


they’re coming for 
Thanksgiving...now what do we tell 
them for Christmas?” 


Oops (classic) 


Last summer, down on Lake Isabella, 
located in the high desert, an hour 
east of Bakersfield, California, some 
folks, new to boating, were having a 
problem. No matter how hard they 
tried, they couldn’t get their brand 
new 22 ft. Bayliner to perform. 
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You and Your Funny Bone..:) 


It wouldn’t get on a plane at all, and 
it was very sluggish in almost every 
manoeuvre, no matter how much 
power was applied. After about an 
hour of trying to make it go, they 
putted to a nearby marina, thinking 
someone there could tell them what 
was wrong. A thorough topside check 
revealed everything in perfect 
working condition. The engine ran 
fine, the outdrive went up and down, 
the prop was the correct size and 
pitch. So, one of the marina workers 
jumped in the water to check 
underneath the boat. He came up 
choking on water, he was laughing 
so hard. Under the boat, still strapped 
securely in place... was the trailer. 


Slip Ups 


Doc,” says Arthur, “I want to-be 
castrated.” “What on earth for?” 
asks the doctor in amazement. “It’s 
something I’ ve been thinking about 
for a long time and I want to have it 
done,” replies Arthur. “But have 
you thought it through properly?” 
asks the doctor. “It’s a very serious 
operation and once it’s done, there’s 
no going back. It will change your 
life forever!” “I’m aware of that and 
you’re not going to change my mind 
- either you book me into be castrated 
orI’Il simply go to another doctor.” 
“Well, O.K.,” says the doctor. “But 
it’s against my better judgment!” So 
Arthur has his operation, and the 
next day he is up and walking very 
slowly, legs apart, down the hospital 
corridor with his drip stand. Heading 
toward him is another patient, who 
is walking exactly the same way. “Hi 
there,” says Arthur, “It looks as if 
you ve just had the same operation 
as me.” “Well,” said the patient, “I 
finally decided after 37 years of life 
that | would like to be circumcised.” 
Arthur stared at him in horror. 
“Damn! THAT'S the word!!!” 


Halloween 


There was anoldcouplethathadn’t j 
celebrated Halloween ina long time, 
so they decided to dress up and go 
out. The old woman went in her 
bedroom, stripped naked, and tieda 
string between her legs witha lemon 
at the end of the string. When she 
walked out of the room her husband 
yelled, “You can’t go out like that!” 
“T can go out as whatever I want and 
so can you!” The man agreed and 
went into his room. Soon, he came 
out naked with a string tied to his 
penis and a potato at the end of the 
string. The woman said, “You’re 
going out as that?” “Yes,” said the 
old man. “If you can go out as a 
sourpuss, I can go outasa dictator”. 


The Smell of a Rose 


There was once a great actor who 
could no longer remember his lines. 
After many years he finds a theatre 
where they are prepared to give him 
achance to shine again. The director 
says, “This is the most important 
part, and it has only one line. You 
walk on to the stage at the opening 
carrying arose. Youhold the rose to 
your nose with just one finger and 
thumb, sniff the rose deeply and 
then say the line ‘Ah, the sweet 
aroma of my mistress.” The actor is 
thrilled. All day long before the play, 
he’s practicing his line over and over 
again. Finally, the time comes. The 
curtain goes up, the actor walks onto 
the stage, and with great passion 
delivers the line, “Ah, the sweet 
aroma of my mistress.” The theatre 
erupts. The audience is screaming 
with laughter, but the director is 
steaming! “You bloody fool!” he 
cries. “You have ruined me!” The 
actor is bewildered, “What 
happened, did I forget my line?” 


SNe screams” “the 
director. “You forgot the 
rose!” 


The Wife 


Amanis sitting on his front 
stoop staring morosely at 
the ground when his 
neighbour strolls over. The 
neighbour tries to start a 
conversation several times, 
but the older man barely 
responds. Finally, the 
neighbour asks what the 
problemis. “Well,” the man 
says, “I ran afoul of one of 
those questions women 
ask. Now I’m in the 
doghouse.” “What kind of 
question?” the neighbour 
asks. “My wife asked me if 
I would still love her when 
she was old, fat and ugly.” 
“That’s easy,” says the 
neighbour. “You just say, 
‘Ofcourse I will” “Yeah,” 
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says the other man, “that’s 
what I meant to say. But 
what came out was, ‘Of 
course I do.” 


Family Outings 


A teen-aged boy with 
spiked hair, nose ring and 
baggy clothes was 
overheard tellinga friend, 
“T don’ treally liketo dress 
like this, but it keeps my 
parents from dragging me 
everywhere with them.” 


The Pope 


John heard the Pope was 
coming to visit a church 
nearby. He goes out and 
spends a fortune on anew 
outfit. He was convinced 
the Pope would notice the 
new Armani suit. 

After the church service, 
John comes outside like 


everyone else to watch the 
Pope leave. He realized 
that the Pope did not notice 
him. But instead, the Pope 
says something to a dirty 
smelly beggar and leaves. 
Determined to be noticed, 
the following day, which 
was the Popes last day at 
the church, John pays $100 
to the beggar for an 
exchange of outfits. At the 
end of the church service 
as the Pope came out of the 
church he stopped and said 
to John “I thought I told 
you yesterday to get the 
hell out of here” 


Coming Out to Mom 


A gayman, finally deciding 
he could no longer hide 
his sexuality from his 
parents, went over to their 
house, and found his 
mother in the kitchen 


cooking dinner. He sat 
down atthe kitchen table, 
let outa big sigh, and said, 
“Mom, I have something 
to tell you: I’m gay.” His 
mother made no reply or 
gave any response, and 
the guy was aboutto repeat 
itto make sure she’d heard 
him, when sheturned away 
from the pot she was 
stirring and said calmly, 
“You’re gay — doesn’t 
that mean you put other 
men’s penises in your 
mouth?” The guy said 
nervously, “Uh, yeah, 
Mom, that’s right.” His 
mother went back to 
stirring the pot, then 
suddenly whirled around, 
whacked him overthehead 
with her 

spoon and said, “Don’t 
you EVER complain about 
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Players are everywhere. 
Everybody does things for 
their own reasons, and act 
accordingly to get their 
own needs met. In and of 
itself, that’s not bad. A 


certain dose of 
egocentrism is healthy, and 
everyone needs to be 
taking care of their own 
needs if they’re ever going 
to be able to take care of 
the needs of anyone else. 
It’s when you only live for 
you, and ignore the social 
and emotional 
requirements of people 
around you that you take 
playing to a level that is 
interpersonally, and 
personally, destructive. 


Some people are really 
good at gauging people’s 
wants. That can _ be 
beneficial. It enables them 
to meet the needs and 
desires of people in their 
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lives, which can often be 
pleasantly surprising for 
those people. It’s when you 
use your knowledge of what 
people want to get them to 
give you what you want that 
you really become a player. 
Hardcore emotional 
manipulation, as fun as it 
sounds, is no way to have a 
healthy relationship with 
anyone. 


Taking advantage of people’s 
deep-seated fears or desires 
to direct them into doing or 
saying what you want done or 
said is a power best left 
unused if you want any sort 
of symbiosis or equality in 
your relationships. To be 
able to read what people are 
thinking or feeling, or even 
more, to be able to get them 
to confess those things left 
unspoken, that’s a sign that 
you understand how and why 
people do what they do. It’s 
a power that could be used 
to help rather than hurt. Still, 
some people can’t help 
themselves. 


Why is that? What makes 
someone consciously seek 
to control people’s actions 
and emotions? Is it even 
conscious? Clearly, it has to 
be. The energy it seems that 
some people expend in their 
pursuit of their own selfish 
goals, at the expense of 
those around them, has got 
to be something that occurs 
with malice aforethought. 
Perhaps after a while, it 
becomes second-nature, and 
they play people without 
even realizing they’re doing 
it. Maybe it started with 
some childhood trauma 
requiring them to 
manipulate rather than be 
hurt (doesn’t everything 
begin with some childhood 
trauma?). Whatever the root 
cause, they’re good people 


that do evil things, and you 
can’t help but put up with it 
because they know how to 
keep you happy. 


They flash a little smile. 
They bat their eyes. They flirt 
just enough. They seem to 
hang on your every word. 
They figure out what it is you 
want from them and they 
seem to offer it. And BANG! 
They’ ve got you. Even if they 
never deliver on the promised 
goods, the possibility that 
they might is enough to keep 
you there long enough till 
they’ve drained you dry of all 
they need, and BANG! It’s on 
to someone new. 


Unfortunately, after being 
played for a long time, the 
playee often finds himself 
suffering from withdrawal. 
Even if the playee was aware 
of what was going on, they 
were still getting something 
out of the relationship. Being 
cut off from that, whether it 
was physical or emotional, 
can create a definite ache, a 
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sense of absence and loss. 
That’s something only time 
can numb. In the interim, the 
trick is avoiding clinging to 
the player, which usually 
tends to exaggerate the 
player’s already overblown 
sense of self-worth, fanning 
the flames of ego which only 
leads to more mind-games 
and power-tripping in the 
future. 


So what’s the lesson? Listen 
to your friends when they 
say you’re getting played? 
Doesn’t work. Any good 
player makes sure his 
opinions outweigh those of 
your friends right off the 
bat. The only lesson is, don’t 
get played. Once it’s 
happened a couple times, 
you get the _ pattern. 
Eventually, you stop the 
routine before it gets too 
far. Unless you’re really 
evil, then you just turn into 
a player and do the same 
thing to a whole new 
generation of naive up-and- 
coming playees. 


erba 


December 10, 2002 at the Garage 
Burger Bar & Grill, 


10242 - 106 Street, 
from 5:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 


Mark your calendars for our Janu- 
ary Mixer, which will be held on 
Tuesday, January 14, 2003, in the 
upstairs lounge at the south side 
Keg, 8020 - 105 Street, 
from 5:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 


Patients 
With HIV 
Live 
Longer But 
Face New 
Challenges 


Conference researchers say 
HIV is becoming a chronic 
manageable disease, but body 
changes and other 
complications are 
increasingly difficult to 
manage. Fat loss in the face, 
limbs, and buttock, and fat 
gain in the breasts for women 
and belly for men is a real 
concern for patients and 
doctors. Research into the 
causes and _ possible 
interventions to address this 
problem is receiving much 
attention but so far not much 
progress has been made. The 


body changes and 
difficulties in therapy 
adherence have necessitated 
delaying the initiation of 
HAART. Metabolic 
abnormalities are associated 
with HIV and therapy, and 
this includes increases in 
cholesterol, triglycerides, 
and sugar, which may lead in 
increased risk for premature 
heart disease and increased 
rates of diabetes or insulin 
resistance. In addition, HIV- 
infected individuals are 
suffering with bone loss. 
Another major concern is 
coinfection with HIV and 
hepatitis C. It's estimated 
that 60-90% of individuals 
in the US infected with HIV 
by IV drug use also have 
hepatitis C, and 30% of all 
HIV-infected individuals in 
the US also have HCV. This 
amounts to 300,000 
persons in the US, which are 


epidemic _ proportions. 
Studies show HIV 
accelerates HCV 


progression by 2-4 fold 
leading to risk for 
acceleration to cirrhosis 
and severe liver disease. 


Adequate testing and 
treatment protocols are 
required in HCV/HIV 


coinfection. However, there 
is little in the way of natural 
history studies in 
coinfection, and _ little 
Federal money is devoted to 
HCV testing and prevention. 
In addition, there are 
tremendous gaps in funding to 
address the specialized needs 
of persons with HIV/HCV 
coinfection: case 
management, prevention, 
access to treatment and 
diagnostic testing. 


This team approach has also 
been evident at the Congress, 
with specialists from many 
disciplines interacting with 
community representatives 
and the pharmaceutical 
companies. Eric Sandstrém 
commented on the increasing 
interest in, and commitment 
to, HIV management in 
resource-poor areas that has 
become apparent at the 
Congress. Until now, the 
immense scale of the HIV 
epidemic in regions such as 
sub-Saharan Africa appeared 


insurmountable. However, in 
a keynote presentation, 
Michel Kazatchkine, head of 
the French national HIV 
research agency, explained 
that we have reached a 
turning point, and that HIV 
treatment must now be made 
more accessible in resource- 
poor settings. 


"Despite the challenges of 
drug resistance, side effects 
and difficulties in adherence 
to therapy, the Congress has 
been characterised by a sense 
of optimism," commented 
Ian Weller. "The goal of life- 
long suppression of the virus 
is no longer unrealistic." 
Many new drugs are 
progressing rapidly through 
the development pipeline 
from improved versions of 
existing types to whole new 
classes, such as the HIV entry 
and integrase inhibitors. 
Moreover, while the number 
of effective options to 
combat the HIV virus is 
increasing, we are slowly but 
steadily learning how to get 
the best out of available 
drugs. 
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Filmonton Pride Week Sociely 


Needs Youll 


Volunteers Needed For: 
Parade 
Street Fair 
Dance 
email us at 
‘pridevolunteers@gayedmonton.com 
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General Meeting 
January 16, 2003 
Sublime 10147 104 St. 
7PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
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Gay 
Travel 
To 


London 


We have all had bad 
experiences whilsttravelling 
and, no matter what the 
destination, the troubles are 
strikingly similarthroughout 
the world. Turning up at a 
hotel and the reservations 
staffasking if we are sure we 
meant to book a room with 
a double bed, the abusive 
taxi driver who makes it clear 
that your business is not 
appreciated or just being 
exploited simply because 


you are a gay traveller in a 
foreign place. These 
problems can be nothing 
compared to what your 
accommodation looks like 
when you do finally arrive at 
your chosen residence. 
Clever camera angles can 
reduce your luxuriously 
appointed spacious and 
gracious room to a shoe box 
barely large enough to hold 
the bed that has obviously 
seen more action than Jeff 
Striker’s boudoir. The 
‘interior design’ circa who 
knows when, appears to have 
the heavy hand of your Aunt 
Nelly. 


London is notoriously full of 
these pit falls. Hotels can be 
ridiculously expensive and 
standards somewhat lacking. 
Also, if you are not familiar 
with the local geography, you 
could easily find yourself 


5 5 425-LENS 


11303-104 Avenue, Edmonton, T5K 2S1 
Phone (780) 425-LENS Fax (780) 425-5417 


¢Free Sight Testing 
¢Tinted Contacts 
* Disposable Contacts 
¢SunGlasses 
¢ Designer Eyewear 
¢Calvin Klein 
¢ Armani 
¢Perry Ellis 
¢Eddie Bauer 
Kenneth Cole 
¢ Alfred Sung 


Call for an 
Appointment Today 


No Interest, No Payments for 6 Months 
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having to commute miles to 
get to the ‘action’. 


Often too, even the most up- 
to-date gay guides can hurry 
you expectantly along to that 
supposedly ‘Butch Boyz 
Man Bar’ only to discover it 
has turned into a pooch 
parlour! 


Gay and lesbian travel to 
London was estimated to be 
worth £900 million in 2001. 
Obviously, this lucrative 
market is being heavily 
targeted. Even if you are 
sure that the holiday you 
have chosen is suitable, what 
about the company you have 
booked through/travelling 
with/staying with, what is 
their position on gay rights 
and equality? For example, 
Brian Souter, the openly 
homophobic Chairman of 
‘Stagecoach Group’, one of 
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The Community thanks you for your 
support over the years. 


Best of luck in the future at 


Audreys Books 


the largest UK tour 
companies, financially 
supports the notorious 
‘section 28’, banning the 
promotion of 
homosexuality in UK 
schools. Without the right 
information and 
screening, it is easy to be 
unwittingly supporting 
homophobic companies 
such as this. 
‘Britanniaman’, a wholly 
gay run andowned London 
based travel agency, vets 
all hotels, restaurants, 
transport companies and 
suppliers ensuring that you 
the gay or lesbian traveller 
to London get the deal and 
respect you deserve. To 
put it another way, no 
Surprises and more 
importantly piece of mind. 
For information, visit their 
web-site at 
www.britanniaman.co.uk 


International 
Week 2003 


Jan 27 — Feb | 
Facing Fear 


If ignorance leads to fear, 
and fear leads to oppression, 
International Week aims to 
bring about awareness that 
leads to action. 


International Week is an 
annual event that represents 
an intensive effort by the 
International Centre at the U 
of A to promote global 
awareness and positive social 
change. It is the largest 
annual extracurricular 
educational event on campus 
- approximately 3000 
attendees participate in over 
40 events involving more 
than 160 speakers and 
performers, and events are 
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open to the public and almost 
all are free of charge. 


Every year, International 
Week focuses on a particular 
global issue: peace and 
human security in 2000, 
globalization in 2001, 
environment in 2002. This 
year’s theme is "Facing Fear: 
Human Security in a 
Globalizing World", an 
opportunity to examine the 
roots of oppression, a 
growing feeling of global 
insecurity, and issues such as 
war, inequity, environment, 
human rights, diversity, 
dissent, personal 
empowerment, and our role 
as global citizens. 


We, of the I-week staff, 
recognize the role that 
personal security and deeper 
issues of empowerment have 
on social justice, political 
motivations, and global well- 
being, and have asked 


Merry Christmas From T e 


“25 & 26 at ohm 
Come Share Some Cheer 
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presenters to make a special 
effort to reach people at a 
personal and emotional level, 
as well as to provide much 
needed information and 
exposure to various issues in 
order to catalyze an effort 
towards changing day to day 
attitudes and behaviours. 
Among these, all dimensions 
of oppression: race, class, 
gender, age, ability, and 
sexuality will be addressed. 


As the programmer this year, 
my goal has been to pursue 
presentations that will reach 
the guts and everyday 
oppressions and fears that 
"we" gloss over daily. Among 
these, I believe, is a common 
deeply rooted fear of pleasure 
and sexual self- 
determination, and, 
ultimately, fear of our own 
differences and qualities that 
make us unique people. Is 
there a word for fear of 
authentic self? If there is, it 


is inextricably related to 
these issues of global 
inequality, government 
terrorism, and heterosexism. 


Among presenters such as 
Journalist, Gwynn Dyer and 
UNICEF's special 
representative to 
Afghanistan, Sally 
Armstrong, Darrin Hagen, 
our local composer, author, 
playwright, actor and drag 
artiste, will be providing his 
perspectives on human 
security and facing fear with 
flair. 


Attend International Week 
this year, tell your stories, 
speak your truths, and share 
your authentic life, your fears 
and your triumphs. Come to 
explore your role as a global 
citizen. Check out our 
program guide online at 
www.international.ualberta.ca/ 
iweek. If you are interested 
in volunteering, contact 
Leslie at 492-1138. 
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t- Conrad's Cafe 
- Orlando Books 

3 - Pride Video 

4. Down Under 

S- Massiah Counselling 

6 - Secrets Bar 

7 - The Roost Nite Club 
: S$. Roots - Blue Room 
‘Victoria +f) pel 10 - Garage Burger Bar 

= Saif il - Steamers Bathhouse 

12- Front Page Mags 
13 - Thompson Optics 
14 ~ Marlow Flowers 
1S- Algonquin Travel 
16 - Garneau Theatre 
1? - Princess Theatre 
18 - Roxy 
19. Gay & Lesbian Centre 
20 - HIV Edmonton 
21- Yannis Taverna 


olf Course 


Accommodations 


Northern Lights 
Bed and Breakfast 


(780) 483-1572 
P.O. Box 515 Edmonton, Ab. T5J 2K1 
Email:nlight69@hotmail.com 
Swimming Pool and Antique rooms 


Calgary Westways Guest House 
Gay Owned B & B 

(403) 229-1758 

See detailed listing at 
www.gaywestways.com 


Accounting 
David Ushko Chartered Accountant 


Providing accounting and 
tax service and advice 


Serving businesses 
and individuals 


Telephone: (780) 425-2350 
Free initial consultation 


Personal and corporate 
tax returns 


905, 10010 - 106 Street Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3L8 


Millwoods Accounting Services Ltd 
Michael James 
President 
Small Business Accounting & Personal Tax 
3279A Parsons Road Phone: 780-450-1686 
www.millwoodsaccounting.com 


Times .10 has Moved 


Our new Mailing Address is 


Suite 402, 10175-114Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5K 2L4 


Phone (780)-415-5616 


Business & Service Directory 


Edmonton 780-413-7122 
Calgary 403-777-9494 


Legal 


WILLIAM M. FAULKNER 


Barrister & Solicitor 


Wills, Estates, CPP Appeals, Real 


Estate, Criminal 
Phone: 422-6207 Fax: 424-9955 


Massage Therapists 


12318 - 107 Avenue 
Phone 414-0518 


Glenora Massage Therapy Clinic 
Daniel Nelson, B.A. R.M.T. 
#204, 10204-125 Street 
By Appointment only: 451-2234 


Proudly Serving Our Community 


ACU Massage Therapy 


Dwayne Holm, emt 
Therapeutic Massage for stress reduction, 


relaxation and the relief of muscular pain 
Phone 483-3190, Cell Phone 690-5856 


Products & Services 


- Easy Access to over 100 
Foreign currencies. 

- One of the world's most 
recognized travellers cheques - 
commission FREE 

- Precious Metal Bullion coins 
and bars 

- Efficient service for foreign 
drafts and wires. 


Street 
1-780-448-3660 
1-800-668-CASH 


Thank you to all the People & Sponsors 
that Supported the Roost's 
19 Annual AIDS Benefit 


Sun Studios Mary Kay Cosmetics 
Blockbuster Video Walmac Amusements 
Safeway Canada 3rd Eye 

Save On Foods Funky Pickle Pizza 
Howard & McBride Funeral Homes Pegasus Paper 
Catalyst Theatre Alberta Ballet 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra Theatre Network 
Mark Anthony Brands Red Square 
Workshop West Theatre West Edmonton Mall 
Northern Alberta Print Artists Snap Gallery 
Algonquin Travel / Edm. Centre Shirley Potters Costumes 
The Brick Sidetrack Cafe 
International Beauty Supplies Smirnoff Ice 

Robert Woodbury - Artist Bob Todrick - Artist 
Pride Video Wee Book Inn 
Citadel Theatre Times. 10 


The Wizard of Oz Cast & Crew Mikes Hard Lemonade 


The Roost Staff for Donating Their Work Hours 

Joe Achtemichuk/Event Organizer & Sticky Vicky/Sponsorship 

Please Support These Businesses & Organizations, 
as they Support You & Our Community! 

2 4 

For Contact Info, Check Out Our Website 
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at www.theroostniteclub.com pt ( 

006"). 
Private Members Club / 10345-104st / 426-3150 


Find all images at 
www.times10.org in the 
Archives Section 


A Child 
In The 
50’s, 60’s 
Or 

70’s. 


Yes | can really relate to this. 
My idea ofa perfect summer 
day was to leave the house 
and see how fara bunch of us 
could get from the house and 
just leave enough time to get 
back before dark. You are 
probably over forty ifyou get 
this (orapproaching it), ifyou 
aren’t, you might learn 
something from this. 


You lived as a child in the 
50’s, 60’s or 70’s. Looking 
back, it’s hard to believe that 
we have lived as long as we 
have. As children, we would 
ride in cars with no seat belts 
or air bags. Riding in the back 
of a pickup truck on a 
warm day was always a 
special treat. 


Our baby cribs were 
covered with bright 
coloured lead-based 
paint. We had no 
childproof lids on 
medicine bottles, doors, 
or cabinets, and when we 
rode our bikes, we had 
no helmets. (Not to 
mention hitchhiking to 
townasayoungkid!) We 
drank water from the 
garden hoseand not from 
a bottle. Horrors. 
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We would spend hours 
building our go-carts out of 
scraps and then rode down 
the hill, only to find out we 
forgot the brakes. After 
running into the bushes a few 
times we learned to solve 
the problem. We would leave 
home inthemorningand play 
all day, as long as we were 
back when the streetlights 
came on. No one was able to 
reach us all day. 


Nocell phones. Unthinkable. 
We played dodge ball and 
sometimes the ball would 
really hurt. We got cut and 
broke bones and broke teeth, 
and there were no lawsuits 
from these accidents. They 
were accidents. No one was 
to blame, but us. Remember 
accidents? 


We had fights and punched 
each other and got black and 
blue and learned to get over 
it. We ate cupcakes, bread 
and butter, and drank sugar 
soda but we were never 
overweight — we were 
always outside playing. We 
shared one grape soda with 


four friends, from one bottle 
and no one died from this. 


Wedidnot have Playstations, 
Nintendo 64, X Boxes, video 
games at all, 99 channels on 
cable, video tape movies, 
surround sound, personal cell 
phones, Personal 
Computers, Internet chat 
rooms, instead we had real 
friends. We went outside and 
found them. We rode bikes 
or walked toa friend’s home 
and knocked on the door, or 
rung the bell orjust walked in 
and talked to them. 


Imagine such a thing. 
Without asking a parent! By 
ourselves! Out there in the 
cold cruel world! Without a 
guardian. How did we doit? 
We made up games with 
sticks and tennis balls and ate 
worms and although we were 
told it would happen, we did 
not put out very many eyes, 
nor did the worms live inside 
us forever. 


Little League had tryouts and 
not everyone made the team. 


Those who didn’thad to learn 
to deal with disappointment! 
Some students weren’t as 
smartas others so they failed 
a grade and were held back to 
repeat the same grade 
(Horrors)! Tests were not 
adjusted for any reason. 


Our actions were our own. 
Consequences were 
expected. No one to hide 
behind. The idea of a parent 
bailing us out if we broke a 
law was unheard of. They 
actually sided with the law, 
imagine that! This generation 
has produced some of the best 
risk-takers and problem 
solvers and inventors, ever. 
The past 50 years has beenan 
explosion of innovation and 
new ideas. We had freedom, 
failure, success and 
responsibility, and we learned 
how to deal with it all. 

And you’ re one of them. 
Congratulations! 


Pass this on to others who 
have had the luck to grow up 
as kids, before lawyers and 
government regulated our 
lives, for our own good. 


28 Single Rooms 
4 Single TV Rooms 
4 Double TV Rooms 
sling-Optional Rooms 
94 Lockers 


dos , mY f Cable TV Loung 
Daily Nooner | Video Rooms 


17 AM-2PM oT 
: 3 Dry Sauna 
$6 Lockers cy loa 
wake ternet Kiosi 
$9 fi Ooms iraoeces ya 


age ‘ 


MENS BATH HOUSE 


wuw.gayedmonton.com 


Cruiseboar 
Live Chat 
Free Emai 
Guy List 
Virtual Tour 


HIV-related death has the 
greatest impact on young and 


middle-aged adults, 


particularly racial and ethnic 
minorities. In 1999, HIV was 
the fifth leading cause of 
death between the ages of 25 
and 44. Many of these young 
adults likely were infected in 
their teens and twenties. It 
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has been estimated that at 
least half of all new HIV 
infections are among 
people under 25, and the 
majority of young people 
are infected sexually 
(Rosenberg PS, Biggar RJ, 
Goedert JJ. Declining age 
at HIV infection in the 
United States [letter]. New 
Engl sf Med 
1994;330:789-90). 


In 2000, 1,688 young 
people (ages 13 to 24) 
were reported with AIDS, 
bringing the cumulative 
total to 31,293 cases of 
AIDS in this age group. 
Among young men aged 
13- to 24-years, 49% of all 
AIDS cases reported in 
2000 were among men who 
have sex with men (MSM); 
10% were among injection 
drug users (IDUs); and 9% 


were among young men 
infected heterosexually. In 
2000, among young women 
the same age, 45% ofall AIDS 
cases reported were acquired 
heterosexually and 11% were 
acquired through injection 
drug use. Among both males 
and females in this age group, 
the proportion of cases with 
exposure risk not reported or 
identified (26% for males and 
43% for females) will 
decrease and the proportion 
of cases attributed to sexual 
contact and injection drug use 
will increase as follow-up 
investigations are completed 
and cases are reclassified into 
these categories. 


Surveillance data analyzed 
from 25 states with integrated 
HIV and AIDS reporting 
systems for the period 
between January 1996 and 


Be in 


THE BOOK! 


Make sure your business or 

organization is included in the 
2003 Edition of the 
Greater Edmonton Pride Pages 


Contact Rainbow Directories at 
780-477-3411 


Or 


June 1999 indicate that 
young people (aged 13 to 
24) accounted for a much 
greater proportion of HIV 
(13%) than AIDS cases 
(3%). These data also show 
that even though AIDS 
incidence (the number of 
new cases diagnosed during 
a given time period, usually 
a year) is declining, there 
has not been a comparable 
decline in the number of 
newly diagnosed HIV cases 
among youth. 


Scientists believe that cases 
of HIV infection diagnosed 
among 13- to 24-year-olds 
are indicative of overall 
trends in HIV incidence (the 
number of new infections in 
a géven time period, usually 
a year) because this age 
group has more recently 
initiated high-risk behaviors. 


rainbowdirectories@shaw.ca 
for rate & spec sheet 
Deadline for payment & artwork 
is January 9, 2003 
Prospective Release Date is February 


23, 2003 


The ISCWR presents: 


GREASE 


Showtimes 10 PM 


See 
NS 
sae 


Grease is still the 
word! 


Boots 
10242 106 St. 


To reply to any of these ads, or to record your own ad for FREE, call commas 


180-413-7122 


All-Male Chat 
Talking Classifieds 
Erotic Stories 


A selection of the hot talking classifieds you'll find right now on Cruiseline... 


romance 


Box 1158: I'm Ron, gay, white, with brown 
hair, blue eyes, 611", 200Ib, looking for 
friendship and possible relationship. | live 
about three and a half hours from 
Edmonton, easy-going, a remantic at heart, 
| enjoy various kinds of music. 


Box 2080: I'm looking to meet a very nice, 
young, slim guy preferably under 25, age 
doesn't necessarily matter. I'm looking for 
something longterm and discreet. i'm not 
open in my lifestyle, you know, but I'm 
looking for someone | can spend some 
quality time with, in and out of the bed- 
foom. I'm a nice guy that doesn’t do drugs 
and is not into head games 


Box 2206: fm Morgan, 23, 1301p, 5'7° 
brown hair, blue eyes. |'m really funny and | 
look at the world through the eyes of a little 
child. But # you can look inside without wer- 
rying about the outside than that would per- 
fect and that's what | mean by romance. The 
reason I'm in this category isn't because I'm 
looking for romance, }'m looxing for some- 
body who is not afraid be themselves. Who's 
not afraid to having nothing. ff you have 
nothing, but you still have your personality 
then that means everything. 


friendship & 
hanging out 


Box 2461: I'm 19, white, 6’3°, 175lb, with 
brown hair and eyes, smooth, toned. Locking 
to meet guys whe are interested in 4 friend- 
Ship. It might lead to something better. | go to 
university, work out 4 times a weex. I'd like to 
Meet someone who also works out, and who 
knows where their life is going. under 30, 


Box 2520: I'm bi, 18, looking for anyone 
who wants to get to know each other on the 
phone. and then hook up. I'm 135Ib, 5'9", 
moustache and goatee. I'm looking for 
someone 18-20, bui older doesn't matter. 


Box 2665: I'm bi-curious, 23, looking for 
friendship only, to see where it goes from 
there, Hazel eyes, clean-shaven, 


Box 2755: I'm easy-going, straight-acting, 
lean and defined body. I'm nonsmoker, 
honest, caring, and employed. | live a sta- 
ble lifestyle, and | love to laugh. I'm looking 
for a quality friendship with an eye to 
more. I'm in my 40s, age afd race are not 
important, as long as you are athletic, with 
@ slim-to-muscular body, and attractive, 


Box 2776. \'m 24, Asian, 6:2”, 180Ib, fit and 
attractive. My best attributes are all on ih 
inside. | have 2 good heart. sense of humour, 
intelligent. university degree, professionally 
employed. Looking for other guys who are 
cool, | love to work hard and play hard, | love 
to be active, | like BBC World, Tech TV, 
Outdoor Life Network. | know this sounds 
like someone you want to Know, 


phone buddies 


Box 2564: I'm Jason, 27, Native male, 
looking for @ phone buddy willing tc con- 
verse any which way. 


one night 
stands 


Box 1145: I'm 6’, mildly hairy, husky build 
brown hair and eyes, very discreet, straight 
lifestyle, into being very oral with a guy and 
can entertain some afternoons 


Box 1429: I'm Jason. 24, bigger taller guy, 
68'S", 270Ib, wear it well, looking for safe 
discreet men who want te have safe sex. | 
love giving head, had lo’s of complimeris 
Love ie receive and |'m a top guy. | like a 
variety of guys, like brown eyes. like Dear 
guys like myself, or chasers 


Box 2491. I'm Michael. 1991, smooth 
body, 7” uncut, mid-30s, extremely well 
muscled, 48” chesi, 32° waist. 18° arms 
very nice arms, very nice firm tight butt 
looking for a top guy who can entertain 
and would like to be sucked and likes to 
fuck, I'm a submissive bottom and I'm 
looking for a top guy who is aggressive, the 
bigger the better. 8" to start out, maybe 
two guys, both tops. I'm very rugged and 
masculine but am 2 bottom 


Box 2072: Horny. iall muscular guy, 8° very 
good-looking, hairy, looking for someone 
very well-endowed, in good shape. ['m a 
fop, like fucking and being fucked and oral 


Box 2119 3 im Troy, good-looking, 40, 7- 
1/2” cut, 5'9°, black hair. hazel eyes, 
155tb, need to get together with a on 
Guy up to 21 for some good safe fi 


Box 2158: i'm Sandy, 40, top, travel io 
Edmonton regularly, looking for someone 
hat can entertain when I'm in town 


Box 2272: 'm from Grand Prairie, brown 
hair and eyes, tanned, very fit. 6-1/2" 
uncut, 195ld. work out, very New to this 


Box 2274: I'm 43. 6’, 185Ib, short dark 
hair going gray. moustache, horny cock- 
Sucker, barebacker, ball and ass eater, top 
looking for travelers passing through Red 
Deer, under 40) 


Box 2301: Late 30s, looking for a male in 
his 408-50s for hot discreet fun 


Box 2364; Bi guy, &, short hair, blond 
clean-shaven, 8-1/2” uncut, hairy chest 
170Ib, top, like oral giving and receiving 


Box 2378: I'm 27, 6'1”, blond hair dive 
eyes, 7” cut. can travel, looking for any 
guys that like to suck cock. I’m discreet. 


Box 2386; I'm 5’8”, medium build, lock- 
ing for some hot action with some hot 
mer. Seeking frendship and possible 
relationship 


Box 2401: Good looking, 5°10”. black hair 
brown hair. nice body, nice butt. smooth 
body, horny, looking for someone te have 
fun. | like body contact. sucking, licking 
and Kissing 


Box 2423: I'm a slim bi male. discreet 
attached, looking for @ top guy who is lean 
Or muscular who has @ big cock and would 
like to be serviced on a regular basis 


Box 2470: I'm Dwayne, in Grand Prairie, 
28, brown hair and eyes, 1951p, 


Box 2493: I'm 6", 1601p, attractive mascu- 
line guy, clean, discreet, safe, open-minded, 
hoping to find some open-minded guys cut 
thera. | love top guys with big cocks, know 
how to please a bottom, love sucking cock, 
being fucked, versatile but really would like 
ic find a top guy to make it @ regular thing. 


group scenes & 
public sex 


Box 2794; I'm Jimmy and 1'm leoking for 
college or university jocks, guys whe want to 
get together for some hot oral fun. I'm avail- 
able daytime or nighttime to entertain col- 
lege or university students, for their frat par- 
ties or back-to-school bashes. If you want a 
hot Aorny cocksucker to service 2 whele 
ang of guys. |'m available, I'm not into out- 
door sex. I'm into indoor hot man-to-man 
action, the more men the merrier, the more 
dick, the better. | know how to take care of 
ali of you. if you're serious, if you guys 
wanna get together and have a hot time. get 
back to me, you won't be disappointed. 


total tops 


Box 2148: We're two guys, one is 6’, 200ib, 
ihe other guy's 175Ib, 59”. We're both 
physically fit and work out, we're both 
hairy, 7°, clean, discreei, good-looking. 
Just looking to have some goad clean safe 
Sex if anyone's interested. 


Box 2474: 62°. broad-shouldered, 49 
years old, short olack hair and moustache, 
good-leoking. Locking for a submissive 
boy, age unimportani, just someone who 
wants to service my hot, hung cock 


submissive 
bottoms 


Box 2241: I'm 30. very horny bottom 
shavec nole and balls, love to play. Looking 
for a guy to satisfy my needs twice a day 
if you're interested, want a very good time, 
want your member served, let me know 
I'm looking for top guys. 


Box 2195: I'm @ submissive bottom, 6'10” 
145lb. dark hair Would really like to find a 
black man to be with or someone with 2 
large cock. | like to suck. drink and have fun 


first-timers 
& bi guys 


Box 1115: I'm 55. my cack is 5” long, I'm 
2781h, fit. like to fuck or | can maybe suck 
cocks. whether small or big ores. | like to 
masturbate in front of men and lots of 
body contact 


Box 2023: I'm 51, married. seeking to 
entertain. I'm looking to meet similar types 
of individuals and we can maybe meet on 
a reasonably regular basis: !'m @ top and a 
bottom, extremely clear. discree?. honest 
and { don’t play mind games 


Box 2052: Clean discreet white male 
early-S0s. 511”, 200. average build 
enjoy oral, can be sometimes 2 top. Would 
like to meet other males. 40s-50s. 


Box 2146: Looking for gay or bi young 
studs, farm boys. cowboys. city slickers 
wanting to play cowboy. Get your old jeans 
and boots. come on out to the farm for a 
play in the barnyard 


transgender & 
trans admirers 


Box 2620: I'm looking for a transsexual or 
transgendered. I've never been with one 
before. I'm Tony, 6'1”. 1911. green eyes 
sometimes tum blue depending on my 
moot, dirty blond hair, into anything and 
really enjoy having sex 


leather & SM 


Box 2675: I'm Bryan. 5'10" 200Ib. clean- 
shaven, fairly fit.|'m a submissive slut. like to 
be used at parties by individuals or groups 
where I'm a party favour. | like to. be fucked 
up the ass, Rave my mouth usad as a cock 
hole, to suck Cock, eat pussy, dé all sorts of 
bizarre things. | fike to be bound and gagged, 
just basically the SM lifestyle. | enjoy that, | 
like spankings, cock, Dall and nipple torture, 
humiliation. verbal cegradation, let your 
imagination wander, I'm your sex slave. 


Box 2334: I'm 45, 6'2°, 210Ib, medium 
athletic build, short brown hair, moustache, 
goatee. smooth body. about 6-1/2” uncut, 
thick, shaved and trimmed, very open- 
minded and oral. can entertain. | have a 
playroum. teys and equipment. Looking to 
increase my leather collection, can switch 
top and bottom. into group action 
Definitely looking to play hard 


hears & big men 


Box 1231: I'm 45, heavyset. 59”, 2400. 
I'm @ bottom. with dark hair, moustache, 
and goatee. | could entertain in the morn- 
ings and early afternoons. 


Box 2174: We are two stocky guys. both 
versatile. both 6° uncut. shaved. He has 
short blond hair and | have dark hair, both 
with goatees. Looking to see if there are 
any stocky guys who want to get together 


fetishes, kink 
& raunch 


Box 1238: I'm 6'2", 200Ib, and | wear 
glasses. I'm very horny all of the time. 
There is absolutely nothing that | won't get 
into. | love all the things that ae on the 
edge of exciting. anything goes. 


Box 2286: Discreet. bi 43, 5'6” easy to look 
at, long hair. open-minded. I'd like a kinky 
couple or @ TV. 


Box 2405: I'm 22. 6'2” blond, blue eyes. | 
have smooth, clean, tight bottom, | want to 
be your boy foy. I want you to use me. to 
fuck me up. | want you to watch me while 
I'm with others. | love groups, big men who 
are dominant. Tie me up, expect 4 lot 


shemales & 
crossdressers 


Box 2444: I'm 29, bi guy. Love panties, 
pantyhose, nylons, and garter belts, | lie to 
oocasionally dress up when | have sex. Like 
to jerk off in panties. I'¢ like to meet up with 
another 20s guy who likes the same fhing. 
| don't fully dress up, but when it comes to 
sex, | like pantyhose and panties, and | like 
the feeling of a hard cock in panties. 


Membership 


Information 


To respond to ads you will need a Cruiseline 
membership. Here’s how to get one: 


i 
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Pay by Credit Card: 
Call our 24 hour Customer Service line toll-free at 
1-877-882-2005 for details. 


Bill to your phone: 


15 minutes for $24.95 - Call 1-900-451-2853 
(Edmonton) of 1-900-451-8434 (Calgary) 


breakfast time! 


Cruiseline’s All Male Live Connections are 
still FREE from 5 - 7 AM Mon-Fri for all 


active members! 


Pay by Cash: 


Purchase your membership discreetly and in per- 


son at one of our retail outlets: 


Edmonton: 
Down Under 12224 Jasper Ave 
Open 24 hours/day 


Calgary: 


...ON Your first | 


—- purchase when you 


pay over the phone 
by credit card. 


With the Times (2 locations) 


2212A - 4th Street SW & 118 10th Street NW 
10:00 am - 11:00 pm, 7 days a week 


..OF visit any Western Union outlet! 


We've given you more options 
to meet more guys! 


Cruiseline is a division of Pink Triangle Press, a gay-operated not for profit company. For more information about Cruiseline, call our helpful 24-hour Customer Service at 1-877-882-2005. 
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